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TO 

THE  RIGHT  HON.  LORD  JOHN  SCOTT. 


My  Lord, — As  I  had  the  honour  of  takmg  part  in  the 
great  Protestant  meeting  at  Mebose,  presided  over  by  your 
Lordship,  I  think  it  right  to  notice  a  statement  made  by  the 
"  Incumbent "  of  the  Scottish  Episcopal  Chapel,  Jedburgh,  in 
the  Kelso  Maily  that  his  sect  is  not  chargeable  with  covertly 
and  insidiously  preparing  perverts  for  the  Church  of  Rome. 
It  is  not  my  intention  to  enter  into  any  controversy  with  this 
writer,  who,  though  an  "  M.A.,"  and  a  "  late  Fellow  of  Wad- 
ham  College,  Oxford,"  some  years  ago  published  a  sermon,  in 
which  he  spoke  of  "  a  gifted  and  excellent  member  of  his 
flock,  with  rare  endowments  both  of  Providence  and  grace," 
as  "  the  found?'65s  and  chiefest  benefactor  "  of  his  Church,  and 
whose  recent  newspaper  correspondence  contains  the  follow- 
ing literary  curiosity,  of  which  I  present  an  exact  reprint : — 

"It  is  difficult  to  understand  how  I  can  be  said  to  be  deficient  in 
'  candour '  (as  the  noble  Lord  tells  me  is  the  case),  for  applying  to  him 
directly  for  an  explanation  of  words  stated  to  have  been  his  own^  and  which 
he  did  not  disclaim  when  attributed  to  him, — a  course  which,  as  it  ap- 
pears to  me,  was  the  most  proper  and  straightforward  that  could  have 
been  adopted;  while,  for  his  Lordship  to  refer  me  to  another  person  for 
that  information,  who  only  quoted  his  words  (as  the  public  prints  re- 
ported), really  might  be  thought  (but  for  the  uncharitableness  of  the  idea), 
or  might  truly  be  said  (but  for  the  discourteousness  of  the  thing)  to  be 
something  very  like,  indeed,  unto  that  very  disingenuousness  in  the  tac- 
tics of  argumentation  which  the  noble  Lord  was  so  grieved  to  detect  in 
another." 

I  should  be  sorry  to  make  another  remark  upon  the  author 
of  such  a  sentence,  than  that  the  italics  and  parentheses  are  all 
his  own.  But  it  may  assist  the  people  of  this  district  to  form 
a  just  idea  of  the  Scottish  Episcopal  party  in  the  counties  of 


Roxburgh  and  Selkirk,  if  I  detail  its  movements,  from  "the 
consecration  of  the  Church  of  St.  John  the  Evangelist,  Jed- 
burgh," on  the  15th  of  August  1844,  till  the  present  date. 

Nothing  can  be  more  obvious  than  that  the  opening  of  the 
Jedburgh  chapel  was  the  commencement  of  a  new  era  in  the 
career  of  Scottish  Episcopacy  in  the  south  of  Scotland.  Be- 
fore that  period,  the  only  Episcopal  chapel  in  the  counties  of 
Roxburgh  and  Selkirk  was  at  Kelso ;  and  it  is  no  exaggera- 
tion to  affirm,  that  both  the  doctrine  and  the  worship  main- 
tained by  its  ministers  were  as  unlike  the  system  introduced  by 
the  Jedburgh  innovators,  as  is  "  the  simplicity  that  is  in  Christ " 
to  Romish  ritualism.  Happily  for  the  interests  of  truth,  the 
founders  of  the  Jedburgh  chapel  were  not  content  with  an 
ordinary  newspaper  report  of  their  transactions,  but  published 
an  authorised  version  of  them,  in  the  volume  upon  which  Dr. 
Cumming  commented  at  the  Melrose  meeting.  Allow  me  to 
quote,  in  corroboration  of  the  Doctor^s  pungent  criticism,  a  few 
strictures  on  the  same  publication,  by  the  Rev.  D.  T.  K. 
Drummond  of  Edinburgh,  who,  like  the  Rev.  C.  P.  Miles  of 
Glasgow,  and  various  other  Episcopal  ministers  officiating  in 
Scotland,  repudiates  all  connection  with  the  Scotch  Epis- 
copal Church,  on  the  ground  of  its  being  more  allied  to  Popery 
than  Protestantism : — 

"  A  new  Episcopal  chapel,"  says  Mr.  Drummond,  in  page  64  of  his 
Historical  Sketch  of  Episcopacy  ii9  Scotland^  "  was  consecrated  in  Jedburgh 
in  August  1844.  Four  out  of  the  six  Scotch  bishops  attended,  and  gave 
their  assistance  in  the  ceremony,  with  upwards  of  forty  ministers  from 
England  and  elsewhere,  including,  at  least,  four  of  the  avowed  leaders  of 
the  Tractarian  section  of  the  English  Church.  The  whole  proceedings 
were  most  offensive  to  all  who  love  the  purity  of  Protestantism  better 
than  the  gilded  vanities  of  the  Church  of  Rome.  In  the  services  on  that 
occasion,  we  have  novelty  after  novelty  introduced,  under  the  pretext 
that  they  are  primitive,  valuable,  and  worthy  to  be  rescued  from  the  obliv- 
ion of  desuetude  into  which  they  had  fallen.  We  have  the  minister  first 
using  the  reading-desk  for  one  portion  of  the  service,  the  lecteni  for 
another,  the  fauld-stool  for  a  third,  while  the  bewildered  Protestant  hears 
of  credence-tables  and  stone-altars,  the  piscina,  and  the  sedilia,  and  the 
roodscreen,  and  other  such  furniture  and  decorations,  as  clearly  enough 
indicate  the  principles  upon  which  the  service  is  conducted ;  and  when  we 
add  to  this,  that  the  service  is  chaunted  throughout  by  the  reverend  in- 
cumbent, we  have  a  specimen  of  Romish  tendencies  alike  painful  and 
humiliating." 


Such  is  an  English  Episcopal  minister's  estimate  of  the 
Jedburgh  ceremonial.  That  the  doctrine  preached  at  the 
consecration  of  the  chapel  was  in  complete  accordance  with 
the  Popish  symbols  which  Mr.  Drummond  has  noticed,  is 
manifest  from  a  cursory  perusal  of  the  six  sermons  then  de- 
livered. No.  I.,  by  Dr.  Hook  of  Leeds,  is  announced  as 
"  published  by  desire  of  the  Bishop."  The  title — "  The  Church 
in  Scotland  Aggressive" — indicates  the  conviction  of  the 
preacher  and  his  Episcopal  coadjutors,  that  the  little  sect  to 
which  the  Jedburgh  Chapel  belongs  is  the  only  "  Church  in 
Scotland;"  for,  though  many  fulsome  compliments  are  lavished 
upon  "  the  Establishment "  and  "  the  Established  religion," 
never,  in  a  single  instance,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end 
of  the  sermon,  does  a  word  occur  implying  the  existence, 
in  this  ancient  kingdom,  of  any  religious  body  entitled  to 
be  regarded  as  a  "  Church,"  except  the  Scotch  Episcopal 
Communion.*     Nay,  while,  in  page  3,  "the  members  of  the 


*  The  Bishop  of  Manchester  is  of  a  very  different  opinion  from  the  Vicar 
of  Leeds.    When  presiding  at  a  Bible  Society  meeting,  recently  held  in 
his  cathedral  city,  the  Right  Rev.  Prelate  said:  "Before  he  sat  down 
he  had  to  introduce  to  their  notice  a  presbyter  of  the  Church  of  Scot- 
land.    He  did  not  know  what  might  be  the  import  attached  to  the  words, 
but  he  meant  them  significantly  ;  he  hailed  an  Established  Presbyterian 
minister  of  the  Church  of  Scotland  as  a  brother  in  sincerity  and  truth. 
He  did  that  in  the  spirit  of  that  declaration  of  the  National  Church  which 
it  had  of  late  been  attempted  in  a  shameful  manner  to  misrepresent — the 
declaration  agreed  upon  in  1603,  which  enjoined  on  ministers  in  preaching 
and  praying  to  recognise  the  congregations  of  the  Church  of  Scotland, 
That  Church  was  then,  as  now,  a  Presbyterian  Church ;  that  Church  had 
not  then  one  consecrated  bishop  amongst  its  Prelates  ;  that  Church,  three 
years  later,  was  declared  to  be  the  Church  of  Scotland,  and  the  reigning 
monarchs  denounced  as  disturbers  of  the  public  peace  those  who  asserted 
that  it  was  not,  and  proclaimed  their  intention  not  to  assimilate  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Church  of  Scotland  to  that  of  the  Church  of  England.   He  asked 
not  what  sincerity  there  might  have  been  in  that  declaration,  but  he  took 
these  as  historical  facts,  for  Avhich  he  was  not  answerable."   On  this  subject- 
the  Morning  Herald  remsirks  :  "  In  the  midst  of  all  the  other  troubles  and. 
persecutions  which  have  befallen  the  poor  Tractariau  party,  a  fresh  occa- 
sion of  wi'etchedness  has  just  appeared,  in  the  public  acknowledgment 
by  an  English  bishop  of  a  Presbyterian  clergyman — a  minister  of  the 
Church  of  Scotland.     A  few  days  since,  in  a  public  meeting  held  at  Man- 
chester, the  Bishop  of  that  city  '  hailed  Dr.  Cumming  as  a  brother,  in  ali 
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Established  religion "  are  declared  to  be  in  need  of  "  such  a 
reformation,  as  shall  re-unite  them  to  the  Catholic  Church," 
from  which  they  are  at  present  separated,  we  are  told,  in  page 
7,  of  "places  on  the  Continent  of  Europe,  where  the  Church 
which  is  established  is  corrupted  by  Komish  additions  to 
Catholic  faith  and  practice,"  and  those  who  "  conform  to  that 
foreign  Church^*  are  afterwards  declared  to  "be  involved  in 
idolatrous  practices."  Thus,  even  idolatry  is  represented  as 
better  than  Presbytery,  since  the  former  does  not  exclude  a 
man  from  "  the  Catholic  Church ; "  but  the  latter  does,  and 
Christ  shall  profit  him  nothing  so  long  as  he  remains  a  Pres- 
byterian, and  a  member  of  the  Scottish  "  Establishment " — 
which,  however,  the  preacher  confesses  (page  6)  "  has  trained 
a  people  moral,  sober,  and  prudent ; "  and  in  which  "  the  God 
of  Christians,  even  God  the  blessed  Trinity,  is  worshipped,  and 
many  fundamental  doctrines  of  Christianity  are  inculcated, 
particularly  the  great  doctrine  of  justification  through  the 
merits  only  of  a  crucified  Saviour."  What,  then,  is  the  fatal 
error  that,  in  the  judgment  of  Dr.  Hook  and  the  founders  of 
the  Jedburgh  Chapel,  isolates  Scotch  Presbyterians  from  (page 
2)  "  Catholics,  whether  Roman  or  Anglican  ?  "  The  Doctor 
informs  us — It  is  "  the  absence  of  sacraments  and  sacramental 
ordinances."    True,  we  observe  baptism  and  the  Lord's  Supper 


sincerity  and  truth.'  This  public  avowal  will  bring  down  upon  the 
Bishop  in  all  Tractarian  circles  the  deepest  anathemas.  Fraternisation 
with  Rome  might  be  agreeable  enough ;  but  to  fraternise  with  the  suc- 
cessors of  John  Knox  is  gall  and  wormwood.  Yet  it  can  do  no  harm  to 
remind  these  indignant  gentlemen  that  the  Bishop  of  Manchester  has 
taken  no  new  ground.  He  has  merely  done  what  Cranmer,  and  Eidley, 
and  Parker  did  in  their  day.  The  first  Protestant  Archbishop  coitc- 
sponded  with  Luther,  and  Melancthon,  and  Calvin,  and  desh-ed  a  general 
meeting  of  the  Protestant  leaders,  Episcopal  and  Presbyterian,  in  order 
to  consult  on  the  common  interest  of  Protestantism.  Nor  has  this  prin- 
ciple quite  disappeared  yet.  What  is  the  worship  of  the  Queen  of 
England — ^when  resident  in  Scotland — in  a  Presbyterian  chmxh,  but  a 
public  and  regal  testimony  to  the  principle,  that  Episcopacy  and  Pres- 
byterianism,  though  important,  are  not  essential,  in  the  faith  of  Christ? 
Her  Majesty  worships  in  an  Episcopal  church  in  the  south,  and  in  a  Pres- 
byterian church  in  the  north,  knowing  that  the  faith  of  the  two  Churches 
is  one  and  the  same." 


in  scrupulous  conformity  with  the  instructions  of  the  Bible ; 
but  still,  say  Dr.  Hook  and  his  Episcopal  fathers  and  brethren, 
we  are  "  deficient  in  essentials,"  and  our  sacraments  have  no 
reality,  for  (page  9)  we  do  not  ^'  look  upon  regeneration  as  the 
grace  of  baptism  ;"  nor  believe  that  in  the  Eucharist  the  faith- 
ful receive  really  and  indeed  the  body  and  blood  of  Christ,  to 
the  strengthening  and  refreshing  of  their  souls ;"  nor  "  look 
upon  the  apostolical  succession  as  necessary  to  empower  men 
to  administer  these  holy  sacraments."  We  have  other  defects, 
for  (page  20)  "  our  Churches  are  closed  for  six  days  in  the 
week ; "  and  though  "  Friday,  the  day  on  which  our  Lord  was 
crucified,  is  each  week  set  apart  for  humiliation  as  a  fast,  that, 
meditating  upon  his  death,  we  may  prepare  for  our  own,  we 
are  seen  smiling  at  the  festive  board ;  "  nay,  "  fasts  and  festivals, 
vigils  and  saints'  days,"  are  utterly  disregarded  by  us ;  "  in  our 
Churches  the  most  conspicuous  places  are "  not  "  assigned  to 
the  font  and  the  altar ; "  and  we  have  not  (page  23)  "  frequent 
communions,  communions  every  week  and  every  festival,  when 
it  is  practicable;"  that  (page  22)  "the  body  and  blood  of 
Christ"  may  be  "  verily  and  indeed  taken  and  received"  by 
'^  the  faithful."  If  further  proof  of  the  Romanizing  tendency  of 
this  sermon  were  needed,  it  might  be  furnished  by  extracts 
from  its  concluding  pages,  in  which  a  thoroughly  Romish  dis- 
tinction is  drawn  between  private  and  public  devotion, — the 
former  being  represented  as  an  approach  to  God  "as  our 
Father,"  in  which  (page  25) 

"  We  may  give  full  vent  to  that  fervour  of  spirit  which  true  Christians 
so  often  experience,  and  to  the  joys  of  that  enthusiasm  which,  when 
chastened  by  obedience  to  the  Churchy  instigates  us  to  acts  of  self-denial ; " 
whereas,  "when  we  pass  from  the  closet  to  the  sanctuary — from  the 
private  chamber  to  the  consecrated  Church — we  are  as  men  who  have 
entered  the  presence-chamber  of  our  King;"  and  just  as,  "when  we 
speak  to  kings  and  princes,  we  arrange  beforehand  the  time,  the  place, 
and  the  ceremonies,  employ  the  ministers  appointed  by  them  to  offer  our 
petition  in  due  form,  are  careful  to  avoid  what  may  seem  to  be  disrespect- 
ful ;  and  even  the  children  of  the  king,  whatever  may  be  the  terms  of 
familiarity  with  which  they  address  their  father  in  private,  are  the  first 
to  attend  to  each  point  of  ceremony  and  demonstration  of  respect  in 
public  ;  so  the  Church,  when  she  approaches  the  King  of  kings  in  public 
worship,  adopts  a  liturgy  full  of  forms  and  ceremonies  ^-^^ot  fervent,  but 
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calm,  solemn,  dignified  in  its  tone, — not  passionate,  but  calculated  rather, 
when  duly  solemnized,  to  excite  feelings  of  reverence ;  and  it  is  because 
of  this  marked  distinction  between  the  offices  of  public  and  private  devo- 
tion, that  those  who  desire  to  worship  Him  who  is  their  heavenly  King, 
as  well  as  their  heavenly  Father,  in  His  different  characters,  delight,  as 
opportunity  occurs,  in  addition  to  their  private  prayers,  to  attend  daily 
the  public  services  of  the  Church." 

Such  was  the  tone  of  "  the  Church  in  Scotland,"  when  she 
became  "  aggressive."     I  put  it,  not  to  your  Lordship  merely, 
— for  of  your  sentiments,  the  noble  speech  which  it  was  my 
privilege  to  hear  at  Melrose  leaves  no  doubt — but  to  every 
sincere  and  intelligent  Protestant,  whether  Presbyterian   or 
Episcopalian,  if  there  be  not  the  very  essence  of  Popery  in 
these  extracts  from  a  sermon  hailed  by  the  Scotch  Episcopalians 
of  this  district  as  their  watchword.     I  doubt  whether  there 
are  many  Papists  who  would  venture  upon  such  a  daring  con- 
tradiction of  the  express  words  of  Christ  himself,  as  is  contained 
in  Dr.  Hook's  statement,  that  in  public  worship  we  approach 
God  as  a  King  rather  than  as  a  Father.     Strange  that  this 
should  be  affirmed  by  a  professedly  Christian  minister,  though 
the  Lord's  Prayer,  which  was  certainly  not  more  intended  for 
private  than   public  devotion,  is  addressed   to    God   as   our 
Father,  and  though  it  was   of  public  and   not   of  private 
worship  that  Jesus  was  speaking,  when  He  said  to  the  woman 
of  Samaria, — "  Woman,  believe  me,  the  hour  cometh,  when 
ye    shall    neither    in   this   mountain,  nor    yet  at  Jerusalem, 
worship  the  Father  ;  but  the  hour  cometh,  and  now  is,  when 
the  true  worshippers  shall  worship  the  Father  in  spirit  and 
in  truth,  for  the  Father  seeketh  such  to  worship  Him.     God 
is  a  Spirit,  and  they  that  worship  Him  must  worship  Him  in 
spirit  and  in  truth." 

Sermon  II.  is  by  Archdeacon  Wilberforce,  who,  since  it  was 
delivered,  has  been  consistent  enough  to  join  the  Church  of 
Eome.  In  the  discourse  which  our  Scotch  Episcopalians  en- 
dorsed and  circulated,  he  sets  himself  to  denounce  the  idea, 
entertained  by  Protestants  of  all  denominations,  that  "  the 
Christian  sacrifice "  consists  in  "  the  offering  of  the  body  of 
Jesus  Christ  once  for  all ; "  that  "  one  sacrifice  for  sins,"  after 


presenting  which,  our  blessed  Redeemer  "  for  ever  sat  down 
on  the  right  hand  of  God,"  having  "  taken  away  sin  by  the 
sacrifice  of  himself,"  and  "  by  one  offering  perfected  for  ever 
them  that  are  sanctified."  "  The  Christian  sacrifice,"  con- 
tends the  Archdeacon,  is  not  Christ  crucified,  but  "  the  Holy 
Eucharist,"  or,  as  he  would  now  more  appropriately  desig- 
nate it,  "  the  unbloody  sacrifice  of  the  Mass."  On  this  topic 
he  enlarges  as  follows  : — 

"  The  victim,  it  is  allowed,  has  long  ago  been  offered,  by  which  only 
the  sins  of  man  can  be  effaced.  But  what  is  there  to  link  this  mighty 
deed  to  the  individual  (the  italics  are  the  Archdeacon's)  of  each  be- 
liever ?  By  what  act  shall  every  one  be  assm-ed  of  his  personal  partici- 
pation ?  How  shall  he  be  certified  that  the  faithful  aflSance  whereby  he 
lays  hold  on  Christ,  his  present  Saviour,  and  in  thought  follows  him  to 
the  mercy-seat  above,  is  no  presumptuous  assumption  of  his  own  under- 
standing, but  a  well-grounded  reliance  on  the  promises  of  God?  Our 
Lord  committed  an  especial  trust  to  His  disciples,  which  he  embodied  in 
a  collective  society  and  corporate  whole.  To  this  organized  community 
he  entrusted  the  promises.  They  are  not  made  to  individuals,  or  scat- 
tered broadcast  over  the  world,  but  to  those  who  make  up  this  mystic 
body  of  the  Church.  Now,  a  body  must  have  some  appointed  acts  and 
natural  functions,  otherwise  it  is  no  real  thing  and  actual  existence,  but  a 
mere  abstraction,  the  counterfeit  of  a  substance, — no  entity,  but  a  shadow 
and  name.  And  the  Church's  actions  are  her  prayers  and  sacrifice.  For 
these  ends,  she  needs  some  public  ministers  and  recognised  organization 
through  which  to  display  those  energies  which  her  reality  implies.  And 
it  is  by  participating  in  these  her  signs  of  life,  by  having  a  part  in  her 
collective  offerings,  by  uniting  in  her  services,  by  contributing  to  her 
gifts,  that  each  individual  has  his  part  in  her  federal  character, — that  his 
prayers  have  claim  to  be  accepted  through  Christ  our  Lord, — that  he  can 
lay  hold  on  that  forgiveness  of  sins,  which  is  the  Church's  best  and  in- 
alienable endowment^ — that  he  can  reckon  with  assurance  on  the  ministra- 
tions of  the  Spirit, — that  his  confidence  is  ennobled  into  faith,  and  his 

sympathy  into  love Thus  are  participation  in  prayer,  praise,  and 

above  all,  in  that  crowning  sacrifice  of  the  Holy  Communion,  though 
not  propitiatory,  yet  essential  steps  towards  the  salvation  of  mankind. 

The  bm-ning  of  incense  was  an  offering  to  God,  while,  at  the 

same  time,  the  Paschal  Lamb  had  something  more  strikingly  indicative 
of  the  true  victim ;  the  latter,  therefore,  was  a  sacrifice  of  more  power  and 
eflcacy,  though  the  other,  in  its  appointed  degree,  was  not  to  be  depre- 
ciated. In  like  manner,  the  early  Church  regarded  the  Holy  Eucharist  as 
in  a  peculiar  sense  the  Christian  sacrifice^  which  none  but  those  who  were 
intrusted  with  the  priesthood  might  minister." 

In  thus  exalting   the   Communion   above   the   Cross,   and 

making  salvation  depend,  not  upon  simple  faith  in  "  the  High 
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Priest  of  our  profession,  Christ  Jesus,"  but  upon  the  mediation 
of  an  earthly  "  priesthood,"  the  Archdeacon  waxes  warm  and 
eloquent,  saying  to  his  Scotch  Episcopal  audience, — 

"  It  is  hot  a  slight  thing  which  can  authorize  that  departure  from  the 
established  usage  of  the  land  you  inhabit,  of  which  your  present  assem- 
blage is  a  commencement.  To  separate  yourselves  from  the  national 
sentiment,  to  divorce  yourselves  from  the  creed  and  custom  which  public 
law  commends  to  your  choice,  were  a  crime  as  plainly  forbidden  by 
natural  piety  as  by  God's  revelation,  were  there  not  an  audit  more  awful 
than  earthly  assize,  and  an  authority  superior  even  to  the  enactments  of 
princes.  To  the  same  supreme  authority  must  I  also  look,  in  the  novel 
circumstances  under  which  I  addi*ess  you.  Though  licensed  to  minister 
among  you  on  this  occasion  by  your  bishop,  yet,  as  owing  obedience  at 
home  to  an  Established  Church,  no  motive  could  associate  me  with  that 
which  public  order  refuses  to  support,  were  there  not  a  system  and  a  law 
which  needs  not  to  bon-ow  from  human  aid,  and  which  human  opposition 
is  powerless  to  resist.  It  is  as  the  sworn  adherent  of  that  Church 
Catholic,  whereof  Christ  himself  was  the  founder,  which  extends  through- 
out every  land,  which  lives  under  all  dominions,  which  on  every  soil  gives 
us  a  home,  and  in  every  nation  a  brother,  that  I  remind  you  of  that  duty 
which  your  election  as  Churchmen  especially  demands.  For  yours  it  is 
to  maintain  that  public  order  of  God's  service,  to  perpetuate  that  collec- 
tive homage,  which  fulfils  this  great  duty  of  the  Christian  sacrifice.  Who 
seek  to  do  it,  who  can  do  it  in  this  land  but  yourselves  ?  To  whom  but 
yourselves  is  committed  God's  kingdom  ?  To  whom  belong  those  trea- 
sures of  God's  grace,  which  are  handed  down  through  the  earthen  vessels 
of  human  ministration  ?  '* 

The  Archdeacon  has  answered  his  own  questions,  not  in 
words,  but  by  deeds.  Those  things  which  he  described  as 
the  "treasures  of  God's  grace,"  and  which  his  Scotch  Epis- 
copal admirers  were  thirsting  for,  "  belong "  to  that  self-styled 
"  Church  Catholic,"  of  which  he  is  now  "  the  sworn  adherent," 
and  in  which  others  of  the  "  Churchmen"  then  assembled  at 
Jedburgh  have  found  a  "  home."  If  not  quite  realizing  the 
universality  of  which  the  Archdeacon  speaks,  that  "  Church  " 
is,  at  all  events,  a  thousandfold  more  extensive  than  the  Scotch 
Episcopal  communion,  and  can  truly  boast  that,  at  every 
moment  of  the  day  and  night,  her  "  priests "  are,  in  various 
regions  of  her  wide  domains,  offering  "  the  sacrifice "  of  the 
Mass. 

Sermon  III. — "The  Remedy  for  Wandering  Thoughts  in 
Prayer" — by  Dr.   Hook,   contains  a  long  and   earnest   plea 
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for  the  artificial   devotion  and    Antichristian   symbolism   of 
Popery : — 

*'  It  is  very  possible,"  says  Dr.  Hook  (page  56)  "  that  aged  saints, — 
men  who,  without  neglecting  their  duties  to  the  world,  have  secluded 
themselves  from  society,  and  live  a  life  of  retirement,  may,  by  long  habit, 
acquire  the  divine  art  of  abstracting  their  minds  from  all  earthly  things, 
and  so  succeed  in  never  permitting  an  unworthy  thought,  or  a  thought 
not  in  communion  with  God,  to  intrude  itself  into  their  souls ;  but  this  is 
not  the  case  with  the  ordinary  Christian,  or  certainly  not  the  case  with 
those  who,  though  they  have  turned  in  earnest  to  the  Lord,  have  been 
converted  late  in  life.  Now,  to  assist  you  to  counteract  this  evil  habit, 
the  care  of  your  holy  mother,  the  Church,  is  addressed.  .  ...  On  this 
account  the  font  is  brought  prominently  forward ;  on  this  account  the  holy 
table  is  adorned  as  splendidly  as  circumstances  will  admit  of;  on  this  ac- 
count suitable  pictures  are  sometimes  introduced,  either  on  canvass  or  on 
painted  windows,  as  may  be  most  convenient,  and  texts  of  Scripture  are 

inscribed  upon  the  walls The  use  of  such  ornaments  is  at  once 

apparent.  For  example,  the  mind  wanders  in  prayer ;  the  eye,  having 
strayed  with  the  mind,  suddenly  rests  upon  an  emblem ;  it  sees  the  font, 
perhaps,  at  which  we  were  engi-afted,  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  into  the  body 
of  Christ ',  or  it  looks  upon  the  altar,  at  which  we  receive  the  bread  of 
life,  for  the  strengthening  and  refreshing  of  our  souls ;  or  it  catches  a 
glimpse  of  the  emblem  of  our  crucified  Master ;  or  it  beholds  a  text  of 
Scripture;  the  mind  ([  mean,  of  course,  the  mind  of  him  who  is  pained 
and  humbled  by  his  wandering  thoughts)  is  awakened ;  we  are  reminded 
where  we  are,  and  how  we  ought  to  be  employed ;  we  instantly  place  a 
restraint  upon  our  thoughts  ;  we  straightway  bring  back  our  minds  to  the 
sanctuary,  to  the  work  on  which  the  subjects  of  the  King  of  kings  are 
engaged ;  we  realize  the  presence  of  God." 

All  this,  my  Lord,  was  heard,  approved,  and  published  by 
the  leaders  of  the  Scotch  Episcopal  sect,  in  the  Border  district. 
Can  we  wonder  that  several  of  the  most  distinguished  reci- 
pients of  this  doctrine  are  now  counting  beads,  and  gazing 
upon  real  or  pretended  relics,  with  the  delusive  hope  that  the 
devotion  thus  excited  or  maintained  will  be  acceptable  to  the 
spiritual  Being  whom  Christians  adore  ? 

Sermon  IV. — On  "  Frequent  Communion" — is  worthy  of  its 
author,  Mr.  Dodsworth,  who  is  now  an  avowed  Romanist.  I 
can  scarcely  imagine  his  change  of  Church  to  have  materially 
affected  his  creed,  for  there  is  more  of  Popery  in  the  discourse 
which  delighted  his  Scotch  Episcopal  auditors  at  Jedburgh 
than  in  many  sermons  by  Romish  divines.  Thus  (pages 
75-78)  we  have  the  efficacy  of  the  opus  operaturriy  with  the 
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power  of  the  Church  to  refuse  salvation  to  those  by  whom  it 
is  neglected,  set  forth  in  unqualified  terms: — 

"  A  Christian,"  says  Mr.  Dodsworth,  "  cannot  be  considered  in  a  safe 
state  who  communicates  only  three  times  in  the  year ;  nay,  I  do  not  see 
how  any  one  can  be  considered  in  a  safe  state  who  determines  only  to 
communicate  once  a  month,  because  the  holy  Scriptures  represent  the  way 
to  heaven  as  very  difficult,  telling  us  to  strive,  to  agonize,  to  enter  in  at 
the  strait  gate ;  and  that  even  '  the  righteous  are  scarcely  saved,'  and  that 
among  the  '  many  called,'  '  few  are  chosen.'  So  that  I  do  not  see  how 
any  can  expect  to  reach  heaven,  unless  they  do,  or  at  least  aim  to  do, 
their  utmost  to  get  there.  And  since  receiving  the  Holy  Communion  of 
the  body  and  blood  of  Christ  is  one  of  the  appointed  means — or,  we  may 
say,  when  connected  with  due  preparation  for  it,  the  great  mean  (the 
italics  are  Mr.  Dodsworth's)  of  grace,  it  is  hard  to  suppose  that  those 
who  allow  they  are  not  doing  their  utmost,  or  even  attempting  to  do  their 
utmost,  who  wilfully  or  negligently  forsake  this  Holy  Communion  at  any 

time,  can  be  in  the  way  to  heaven If  we  hope  to  be  saved,  we 

must  do  all  we  can  in  using  the  means  of  grace  ;  but  we  can  receive  the 
Holy  Communion  very  often, — some  every  Sunday,  some  every  holy  day 

besides When,  therefore,  we  are  required  to  receive  three  times  in 

the  year  at  the  least,  it  only  means  that,  if  we  do  less  than  this,  we  can- 
not be  any  longer  accounted  members  of  Christ's  Church.  And  if  discip- 
line were  enforced,  those  who  fall  short  of  this  would  be  actually  cut  off 
from  all  participation  in  Christ,  by  a  solemn  sentence  of  the  Church. 

They  would  be  excommunicated,  accounted  as  heathen,  and 

refused  a  share  in  any  privileges  of  the  Church  here,  or  of  her  salvation 
hereafter. '''' 

Of  course,  a  preacher  who  thus  expressed  himself  was  a 
believer  in  the  Tractarian  heresy  of  the  "real  presence"  in 
the  Eucharist — and,  therefore,  a  cordial  eulogist  of  "  the  Scotch 
Communion  Office,"  by  which  that  heresy  is  affirmed.  Accord- 
ingly, we  read,  in  page  84  : — 

"  He  (Christ)  spoke  of  a  literal  spiritual  (sic  in  the  original)  eating, — 
not  less  literal,  but  rather  more  so,  because  spiritual.  He  spoke  of  eating 
only  after  a  heavenly  and  spiritual  method,  but  yet  really  eating,  as  we 
do  really  and  literally  eat,  not  with  our  teeth  only,  but  with  our  souls  and 
spirit,  in  the  holy  Eucharist.  And  this  is  what  your  own  most  edifying 
office,  in  harmony  with  the  most  ancient  liturgies,  so  strikingly  sets 
forth.  It  bears  emphatic  testimony  to  the  truth,  that  in  this  Holy  Sacra- 
ment we  do  verily,  and  indeed,  eat  the  flesh  of  Christ  and  drink  His  blood, 
not  carnally,  but  spiritually ;  and  gi'eat  is  your  blessing  in  having  this 
truth  so  pointedly  presented  to  your  minds  in  the  office  which  is  provided 
for  you  in  this  Church." 

Your  Lordship  will  not  forget  that  the  preacher  who  pro- 
nounced this  encomium  upon  the  Scotch  Communion  Office, 
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and  whose  doctrine  commended  itself  to  the  Jedburgh  Episco- 
palians, has  removed  all  obscurity  from  the  language  in  which 
he  maintained  the  "  real  presence,"  by  adopting  Transubstan- 
tiation,  with  the  other  articles  of  the  Papal  creed.  His  part 
in  the  Scotch  Episcopal  movement  was  that  of  an  insidious 
emissary  of  the  Church  of  Eome. 

Sermon  V. — "The  Saints  a  Pattern  for  Frequent  Church 
Offices,"  by  the  Kev.  John  Keble,  is  in  the  same  strain  as  its 
predecessor — 

"  David,  you  see,  in  the  text,"  says  the  accomplished  author  of  the 
Christian  Year^  "  declares  it  to  be  his  custom  to  praise  God  for  his 
righteous  judgments,  that  is,  to  come  near  Him  with  a  solemn  voice  of 

thanksgiving,  no  fewer  than  nine  times  a-day If,  then,  the 

Psalmist  made  a  rule  to  praise  God  nine  times  in  a  day,  depend  upon  it 
it  must  be  a  good  thing  for  Christians  to  do  the  same,  solemnly  and 
regularly  (for  that  is  the  kind  of  praise  intended),  as  often  as  they  can. 
And  if  this  hold  concerning  other  services,  other  modes  of  praising  God, 
both  in  His  Church  and  elsewhere,  much  more  of  that  which  is  the  top  and 
corner  of  all  services — the  Eucharist,  or  Thanksgiving  of  Thanksgivings  ; 

the  Holy  Sacrament  of  the  body  and  blood  of  Christ Certainly  the 

Church,  fi'om  the  time  of  the  Apostles  downwards,  was  not  afraid  of  com- 
memorating Christ's  death  by  that  Holy  Sacrifice  and  Sacrament  too 
often.  The  first  Christians,  as  is  well  known  from  St.  Luke's  account,  in 
the  Acts  of  the  Apostles,  continued  daily  in  breaking  of  bread ;  that  is, 

they  received  the  Communion  at  least  every  day How  came 

the  Holy  Catholic  Church,  in  her  first  and  best  days,  to  take  up, /rom  the 
Jewish  Churchy  the  custom  called  Hours  of  Prayer  ?  She,  literally  fol- 
lowing David,  recommended  to  her  children  to  praise  God  no  fewer  than 
nine  times  a-day,  besides  their  morning  and  evening  prayers.  Four  of 
these  services  were  appointed  for  the  hours  of  day -light,  that  is,  for  six 
o'clock,  nine,  twelve,  and  three;  and  three  for  the  hours  of  darkness, 
that  is,  at  nine,  twelve,  and  three ;  these  latter  according  to  the  same  ex- 
ample of  David." 

Had  Mr.  Keble  accompanied  Archdeacon  Wilberforce  and 
Mr.  Dods worth,  he  would  have  found  himself  in  a  church, 
which  is  constantly  commemorating  Christ's  death  by  the 
"  Holy  Sacrifice "  of  the  Mass,  and  which  has  "  taken  up, 
from  the  Jewish  Church,  the  custom  called  Hours  of  Prayer," 
along  with  many  other  Judaizing  practices,  indignantly  con- 
demned as  "  beggarly  elements,"  in  the  inspired  writings  of 
Paul. 

Sermon  VL — by  the   Eev.  W.   H.  Teale,   editor  of  the 
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volume,  does  not  demand  particular  notice.  It  really  con- 
tains a  marvellously  small  amount  of  matter  of  any  kind,  and 
is  therefore, — to  quote  Mr.  Canning's  criticism  upon  a  dis- 
course to  which  he  listened, — though  short,  yet  tedious.  Its 
originality  and  profundity  may  be  judged  of  from  the  first 
sentence : — "  To  a  pious  mind,  there  are  no  declarations  of 
Holy  Scripture  which  awaken  more  of  thoughtfulness,  than 
those  which  speak  of  the  relation  in  which  Christians  stand 
towards  God."  Another  sentence  will  suffice  to  exhibit  its 
spirit  : — "  To  some,  the  sacred  ceremonial  by  which  this 
beautiful  house  has  lately  been  consecrated  to  the  glory  of 
God,  may  be  counted  for  mere  display,  while,  to  others,  the 
prostration  of  the  body  in  prayer,  the  mortification  of  it  by 
fasting,  and  the  preserving  of  it  in  temperance,  soberness,  and 
chastity,  are  denounced  as  acts  of  folly  or  superstition,  ac- 
cording as  the  scorners  are  spiritually  or  carnally  wicked." 
Your  Lordship  must  be  quite  satisfied  with  these  specimens  of 
Mr.  Teale. 

Such,  my  Lord,  were  the  manifestoes  by  which  the  Scotch 
Episcopal  Church  heralded  her  present  crusade  in  the  counties 
of  Roxburgh  and  Selkirk.  I  might  well  leave  it  to  every 
ingenuous  mind  to  decide,  from  these  documents,  how  far 
that  Church  is  liable  to  the  charge  of  pioneering  for  Popery. 
But  there  can  be  no  harm  in  adding  the  three  following 
remarks  : — 

First,  The  doctrines  promulgated  in  the  Jedburgh  sermons 
are  those  which  distinguish  the  Romanizing  from  the  Protest- 
ant party  in  the  Church  of  England.  Every  one  knows  that, 
within  the  last  few  years,  that  illustrious  daughter  of  the 
Reformation  has  been  harassed  by  a  band  of  traitors,  who, 
though  eating  her  bread,  and  pretending  zeal  for  her  interests, 
have  lured  hundreds  of  her  people  to  her  deadly  adversary, 
the  Church  of  Rome.  What  can  be  more  significant  of 
the  Romanizing  nature  of  the  recent  movements  of  our 
Scotch  Episcopal  neighbours,  than  that  there  is  not  a  word  in 
the  Jedburgh  publication  to  which  these  traitors  would  take 
exception ;  while  every  clergyman  of  the  Church  of  England, 
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who  retains  the  name  of  Protestant,  would  unite  in  as  strong 
a  censure  of  the  sermons  before  me,  as  any  Presbyterian  could 
pronounce  ? 

Secondli/y  The  dogma  of  the  "apostolical  succession,"  on 
which,  in  these  sermons,  the  superstructure  of  the  "  sacra- 
mental system  '^  is  reared,  cannot  be  consistently  maintained 
by  any  Scotch  Episcopalian,  without  his  finding  it  necessary 
to  join  the  Romish  Church ;  for  whatever  religious  body 
may  be  able  to  make  a  show  of  possessing  that  "  succession," 
it  is  palpably  wanting  to  the  Scotch  Episcopal  communion. 
This  is  established  in  the  following  extract  from  the  Sixth 
Paper  of  the  Church  Protestant  Defence  Society  of  England, 

"1.  The  present  Scotch  bishops  cannot  trace  their  descent  from  the 
ancient  prelates  of  Scotland.  2.  On  two  occasions  (in  1610  and  1661) 
breaks  in  the  succession  were  supplied  from  England ;  but  from  the  latter 
period  to  1688,  it  is  utterly  impossible  to  prove  that  the  succession  was 
properly  sustained.  It  can  only  be  taken  for  granted.  It  has  not  a 
particle  of  evidence  on  which  to  rest.  3.  The  Scotch  bishops  of  the  pre- 
sent day  derive  their  consecrations  from  nonjuring  and  schismatical 
bishops  of  last  century.  They  do  not,  and  cannot  deny,  that  their  apos- 
tolic line  is  drawn  from  Rattray,  Keith,  and  Dunbar.  Now  Gadderar  was 
one  of  three  bishops  assisting  at  each  of  these  consecrations.  Whence  did 
he  derive  his  consecration  ?  From  Hickes  the  nonjuror,  (himself  schis- 
matically  consecrated,)  together  with  Falconer  and  Campbell.  To  say 
nothing  of  the  doubts  cast  on  the  orders  and  consecration  of  the  latter 
two,  the  three  consecrated  Gadderar  in  London !  It  was  a  private  conse- 
cration, and  effected  in  utter  disregard  of  both  the  canons  and  practice  of 
the  Church.  But  even  after  Gadderar,  so  surreptitiously  and  schismati- 
cally  consecrated,  had  helped  with  Millar  and  Cant  to  make  Rattray  a 
bishop,  the  latter  was  formally  deposed  by  the  College  of  Scotch  Bishops 
on  the  very  ground  of  irregularity.  Gadderar,  however,  with  Millar, 
(who  had  also  in  the  meantime  been  suspended)^  and  Eattray  deposed^ 
proceeded,  under  these  circumstances,  to  consecrate  Keith  and  Dunbar ! 
And  this  is  the  stock  from  which  the  present  succession  has  sprung !  Well 
did  a  London  rector,  of  great  celebrity  for  the  learned  works  he  has  given 
to  the  Church,  declare,  '  I  have  examined  into  the  Scotch  Episcopal  ques- 
tion; I  have  satisfied  myself  of  the  truthfulness  of  the  charges  alleged 
against  the  Scotch  Episcopal  Church ;  and  I  consider  the  succession  of  the 
Scottish  bishops  as  of  no  more  value  than  three  ciphers ! ! '" 

The  writer  from  whom  I  have  quoted,  doubtless  concurs  in 
the  admirable  reasoning  by  which,  in  No.  XVI.  of  the  Arch- 
bishop of  Dublin's  "  Cautions  for  the  Times^''  the  "  apostolical 
succession"  is  demonstrated  to  be  a  transparent  fallacy  : — 
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"  Suppose,  for  example,"  says  the  archbishop,  "  that  it  is  four  chances 
in  five  that  B  is  the  rightful  successor  of  A,  we  express  this  by  saying  that 
the  probability  is  four-fifths.  Now,  suppose  again  the  probability  that 
C  is  successor  of  B  to  be  likewise  four-fifths,  and  so  likewise  that  D  is 
successor  of  C,  and  again  E  of  D,  then  the  probability  that  E  is  successor 
of  A  will  be  four-fifths  of  four-fifths  of  four  fifths  of  four-fifths, — that  is, 
something  less  than  one-third.  Now,  the  chance  of  your  possessing  the 
means  of  salvation,  is  (upon  the  Tractite  theory)  just  the  chance  of  there 
having  been  no  failure  of  any  single  link  in  this  enormous  chain  from  the 
apostles'  times  to  ours.  The  chance  against  your  possessing  the  means  of 
salvation,  is  the  chance  of  such  a  failure  having  once  occurred." 

To  the  Scotch  Episcopalian  there  is  not  even  that  one  chance, 
for  it  is  an  historical  fact  that  his  Church  is  destitute  of  the 
"  succession."  If,  then,  he  will  cleave  to  the  cardinal  tenet  of 
the  Jedburgh  preachers,  that  he  can  only  obtain  salvation 
through  receiving  the  sacraments  from  "  a  priesthood  "  which 
can  trace  back  its  ordination  to  the  apostles,  whither  shall  he 
betake  himself  for  this  *^  essential,"  upon  being  convinced  that 
his  own  Church  has  it  not  ?  Assuredly,  not  to  the  Church  of 
England,  in  whose  articles  the  "  succession  "  has  no  place,  and 
whose  archbishops,  like  Dr.  Whately,  treat  it  as  either  a 
Romish  figment  or  a  vain  dream.  His  natural  resource  is  the 
Church  of  Rome,  which  assigns  to  his  favourite  dogma  the 
same  importance  as  he  does,  and  which  boasts  of  a  catalogue 
of  priests  and  bishops  from  the  apostolic  age  till  the  present 
time.  So  direct  and  short  is  the  road  from  the  Episcopacy  of 
Jedburgh  to  the  Popery  of  Rome  ! 

Thirdly^  That  road  has  already  been  traversed  by  several  of 
the  most  distinguished  preachers  and  hearers  of  the  sermons 
on  which  I  have  commented.  Two  of  the  five  authors  of  these 
sermons  are  now  Romanists  of  some  years'  standing.  Two  of 
the  three  trustees  who  petitioned  the  bishop  to  "  consecrate  " 
the  chapel  are  in  the  same  predicament ;  and  one  of  them 
has  erected  a  Romish  Chapel  within  a  few  yards  of  the  pre- 
paratory edifice.  Nay,  the  Popish  creed  was  also  adopted  by 
the  only  inhabitant  of  Jedburgh  whose  name  occurs  in  the 
volume  before  me — the  late  Mr.  Robert  Laing — at  whose 
house,  it  is  recorded  (page  43),  "  the  Bishop  of  Glasgow,  the 
Diocesan,  accompanied  by  the  Bishop  of  Aberdeen,  the  Primus, 
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by  the  Bishop  of  Moray,  Ross,  and  Argyle,  and  by  the  Bishop 
of  Edinburgh,   assembled "  before  "  the  celebration   of  the 
imposing  rite."     I  may  add,  that  Mr.  Laing  did  not  avow 
himself  a  Papist  for  eight  or  nine  years  after  the  chapel  was 
opened,  and  that  during  that  long  interval,  and  up  till  he 
became  "  professed,"  none  of  his  fellow- worshippers  were  more 
energetic  and  unqualified  in  protesting  that  the  Scotch  Epis- 
copal Church  was  in  no  degree  allied  to  the  Church  of  Rome. 
I  am  aware,  however,  that  some   Scotch  Episcopalians  in 
this  district  express  their  regret  that  matters  were  pushed  so 
far  at  Jedburgh,  and  contend  that  things  have  been  conducted 
in  a  much  more  Protestant  style  in  Melrose  and  its  neighbour- 
hood.    The  distinction  I  emphatically  deny,  and  am  prepared 
to  disprove  by  printed  documents  now  on  my  table.     Scarcely 
had  the   Melrose  chapel  been  "  consecrated  "  in  1849,  with  a 
ceremonial  similar  to  that  previously  used  at  Jedburgh,  than 
rumours  arose  that  the  "Incumbent"  was  devoted  to  the  charac- 
teristic opinions  and  practices  of  the  Romanising  section  of  the 
English  Church.     The    "  Statement  respecting  the  resignation 
of  the  Incumbency ^^  published   by  that   gentleman   last  year, 
proves  these  rumours  to  have  been  well-founded,  and  satis- 
factorily accounts  for  the  strenuous  support  he  received  from 
Mr.  Hope  Scott  of  Abbotsford.     Keenly,  however,  did  the 
Melrose  Episcopalians  repel  the  insinuation  that  their  "  priest 
and  pastor,"  as  he  designated  himself,  was  a  Romaniser,  and 
loudly  did  several  of  them  proclaim — what  he  in  his  "  State- 
mentj  ^c,"  solemnly  repudiates — that  he  was  an  "  Evangel- 
ical."    At  length,  a  member  of  his  congregation  brought  out 
his  real  sentiments  by  publishing  some  tracts,  of  the  Romish 
tendency   of  which  there  could  not  be  the  slightest  doubt. 
These  tracts  merely  developed  the  doctrines  taught   in  Dr. 
Hook's  sermon,  "  The  Church  in  Scotland  Aggressive,"  but 
being  written  with  more  candour  and  boldness,  and   being 
more  extensively  circulated  in  the  locality,  they  produced  a 
much  greater  excitement.     Letters   appeared   in  the   Border 
Advertiser,  exposing  the  Popery  with  which  they  abounded, 
and  commenting  upon  certain  allusions  of  a  peculiarly  offen- 
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sive  nature,  seemingly  pointed  against  the  Protestants  of 
Galashiels.  As  I  happened  to  be  universally  suspected  of  the 
authorship  of  the  letters,  a  very  zealous  and  active  adherent 
of  the  Melrose  Chapel,  with  whom  the  "  priest "  was  in  daily 
communication,  requested  an  interview  with  me,  and  upon 
obtaining  it,  besought  me  to  believe  that  the  tracts  were 
strongly  disapproved  of  by  the  Melrose  Episcopalians,  nay, 
urged  me  to  silence  the  writer  by  a  prosecution  for  libel.  I 
instantly  refused  to  comply  with  this  entreaty,  on  the  twofold 
ground  that  I  could  not  discover  anything  actionable  in  the 
Tracts,  and  that  I  had  warm  personal  regard  for  their  author, 
though  I  extremely  disliked,  and,  for  his  own  sake,  deeply 
regretted  his  publications.  Next  day  another  letter  came  out 
in  the  Border  Advertiser,  and  the  series  was  thereafter  em- 
bodied in  a  pamphlet.  The  Melrose  "  priest "  could  no  longer 
remain  silent,  but  took  the  strange,  and,  I  should  think,  un- 
precedented course  of  addressing  a  seemingly  private  letter  of 
admonition  to  the  writer  of  the  Tracts,  through  the  public 
press.  That  most  instructive  document  I  reprint  from  the 
Border  Advertiser,  simply  omitting  names,  as  the  introduction 
of  them  might  be  disagreeable  to  one  whom  I  should  be 
sorry  to  annoy. 

"Melrose,  Qth  February  1851. 
"My  Dear  Sir, — Since  I  -vvTOte  last  to  you,  soliciting  your  aid  and  co- 
operation for  the  benefit  of  the  members  of  our  communion  at  Galashiels, 
some  painful  circumstances  have  occm-red,  with  which  I  think  it  desir- 
able that  you  should  be  acquainted. 

"But  I  must  premise  that  I  have  no  wish,  as  I  have  no  right,  to  interfere 
in  your  private  actions  in  the  line  of  your  duty,  further  than  by  infor- 
mation and  friendly  counsel,  and  this  I  think  you  will  acknowledge  as  my 
duty  in  my  pastoral  office  here,  as  watching  for  the  souls  committed  to 
me.  At  all  events,  I  am  certain  that  you  will  reciprocate  the  good  feeling 
with  which  it  is  offered. 

"  It   appears   that  one   or   two    publications,  dated   from have 

given  great  ofi'ence  in  some  quarters.  Letters  have  been  written  against 
their  views  and  assertions,  and  published  in  the  local  newspaper,  the 
Border  Advertiser;  and  other  measures  have  been  taken  to  hinder  any 
effect  that  might  be  produced  by  them.     I  pronounce  no  opinion  on  the 

Tracts,  or  on  the  replies  of  the  writer  in  the  Border  Advertiser^ 

who  has  just  collected  and  published  his  letters  in  a  separate  pamphlet, 
advertised  by  placards  and  otherwise,  under  the  title  of  'Popery  and 


Puseyism.'    They  will  speak  for  themselves  to  those  who  read  them.     I 
am  only  concerned  with  the  etfects  of  the  spirit  so  raised. 

"  One  point  only  in  the  '  Tracts '  I  am  compelled  to  advert  to — viz.,  the 
charge  against  the  several  ministers  in  a  certain  town,  that  they  deserted 
their  post  of  duty  in  time  of  danger  from  cholera.  It  has,  I  believe,  been 
taken  for  granted,  that  Galashiels  was  the  town  glanced  at,  and  to  this 
mistake  much  of  the  feeling  excited  is  attributable.  /  knoiv^  from  som'ces 
independent  of  both  sets  of  publications,  that  Galashiels  is  not  the  town. 

''  But  the  eifects  of  which  I  speak  are  these : — suspicion  and  hostility  are 
engendered,  and  the  work  which  was  quietly,  and  I  hope  eft'ectually,  pro- 
ceeding, through  the  prevalence  of  mutual  charity,  is  for  a  time  hindered. 
I  could  give  instances  of  this,  and  of  the  distress  which  it  has  occasioned 
to  some  of  our  own  communion,  but  I  content  myself  with  the  general 
statement ;  and  you  will  credit  the  statement,  as  coming  from  one  who  is 
upon  the  spot,  one  intimately  acquainted  with  the  facts  and  with  the 
persons  affected  by  the  facts,  and,  above  all,  one  entrusted  with  a  sacred 
charge. 

"  There  is  general  agitation,  suffering,  and  alarm  throughout  the  church. 
I  have  endeavom-ed,  in  the  discharge  of  my  pastoral  office  here,  to  turn 
my  people's  thoughts  from  the  stormy  smface  of  the  world's  movement  to 
the  deep  interior  calm  of  heaven,  the  truth  which  we  believe,  and  the 
hope  which  is  laid  up  for  us  there. 

"  I  am  persuaded  that  such  an  habitual  resort  of  Christian  hearts  to  the 
verities  of  the  catholic  faith,  especially  to  the  one  great  central  verity  of 
tlie  Incarnation,  in  times  of  trial  and  peiplexity,  is  the  only  means  of 
safety  to  individuals,  and  of  strength  and  final  victory  to  the  church. 

"  In  that  deep  confidence  I  desire  to  hold,  and  to  teach  my  people  to 
hold,  '  the  truth '  in  charity. 

"Suffer  me,  then,  my  dear'sir,  to  point  out  the  course  which,  in  my 
judgment,  will  best  promote  the  great  cause  which,  I  am  sure,  is  nearest 
your  heart,  as  it  is  nearest  to  my  own. 

"  Forbear  by  any  further  act  to  increase  the  present  excitement.  Let  it 
die  away. 

"  Help  us  to  establish  a  school  for  our  own  people  at  Galashiels,  where, 
by  careful  training  in  the  principles  of  our  church,  we  may  convince 
others,  through  the  living  example  of  others  so  trained,  how  meek  her 
spirit  is, — her  faith,  how  pure, — her  charity,  how  godlike. 

"If  you  doubt  of  this  advice,  as  I  myself  am  doubtful, — not  of  its  sound- 
ness, nor  of  my  own  intention  in  it,  but  of  my  power  to  do  justice  to  the 
great  principles  which  I  would  put  before  you, — seek  counsel  fi-om  the 
Bishop ;  you  may  trust  his  wisdom  and  rest  upon  his  authority. 

"  One  thing  let  me  say.  I  do  not  believe  for  one  moment  that  you  in- 
tended to  wound  the  feelings  of  those  whose  affections  are  naturally  bound 
up  with  the  communion  in  which  they  have  lived  from  childhood,  and 
their  forefathers  for  several  generations  have  lived  and  died.  These  are 
feelings  which  every  right  minded  man  must  honour ;  they  give  the  best 
hope  that  if  they,  our  friends  and  neighbours,  are  ever  won  to  what  we 
believe  to  be  higher  truth,  and  a  more  blessed  communion,  they  would  hold 
it  as  firmly,  and  as  warmly  defend  it.  All  such  intention  I,  for  myself 
and  for  my  people,  disclaim,  as  I  feel  certain  that  you  would  disclaim  it. 
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"  Among  them  I  have  met  with  nothing  but  respect  and  kindness  since  I 
came  a  stranger  to  this  country,— yet  not  a  stranger,  for  my  family  is 
closely  connected  with  its  history.  Personally,  I  have  much  reason  for 
gratitude,  and  I  do  not  fear  obstruction  in  my  ministry  if  I  fulfil  my 
mission — faithfully  gathering  and  teaching  those  of  our  communion  who 
are  scattered  among  the  population,  and  giving  information  and  instruc- 
tion, if  they  seek  it,  to  those  who  are  not  of  us,  but  who  come  to  us  of 
their  own  will  to  inquire  and  learn.  Help  me  in  this  work  as  God  has 
given  you  power,  and  as  I  thankfully  acknowledge  that  you  have  been 
forward  to  do ;  and,  believe  me,  my  dear  sir,  your  faithful  friend  and 

servant  in  Christ, 

"  Herbert  Eandolph." 

This  letter  was  not  written  in  vain.  The  next  number  of 
the  tracts  had  a — "  P.S. — In  conformity  to  the  precept  of 
the  contemporary  I  of  St.  Peter  and  St.  John,  St. !  I  Tertullian, 
one  of  the  glorious  martyrs  to  the  cause  of  Jesus  Christ,  ('  it 
is  therefore  necessary,  apart  from  the  bishop,  to  do  nothing,') 
I    accede  to  the  request  of  the  Right  Rev.   the    Bishop  of 

Glasgow  and  Galloway,  by  discontinuing  '  the Tracts,' 

for  the  present." — The  writer  then  set  himself  to  "  help  "  Mr. 
Randolph  in  his  "  work,"  and  it  was  mainly  to  his  zeal  and  lib- 
erality that  the  Rev.  gentleman  was  indebted  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  school  in  Galashiels,  which  he  took  care  to 
furnish  with  a  teacher  trained  at  Glenalmond,  under  Dr. 
Wordsworth,  in  the  mysteries  of  Tractarlanism.  That  teacher 
was  subsequently  converted  into  "  a  priest,"  and  a  chapel 
built  and  "  consecrated  "  for  his  use.  Mr.  Randolph,  therefore, 
may  now  hope  that  "  the  work  is  quietly  and  effectually 
proceeding,"  since,  with  a  view  to  its  consummation,  Mr. 
Hope  Scott  is  erecting  a  spacious  and  elegant  Romish  temple, 
in  which  such  as  desire  "  an  habitual  resort  to  the  verities 
of  the  Catholic  faith,  especially  to  the  one  great  central  verity 
of  the  incarnation,"  are  promised  a  "  deep  interior  calm." 

Whatever  may  be  Mr.  Randolph's  present  experience,  he 
was  a  stranger  to  this  "  calm  "  for  several  years  after  he  thus 
wrote,  as  only  a  week  elapsed,  when  a  letter  was  addressed  to 
him,  through  the  Border  Advertiser^  of  which  the  following 
sentences  may  afford  an  idea  : — 

"  I  maintain,  Sir,  that  your  letter  does  not  indicate  any  dissent  on  your 
part,  from 's  recorded  sentiments.     You  do  not  utter  a  syllable 
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in  condemnation  of  the  rank  Popery  to  which  he  has,  as  I  believe,  unwit- 
tingly given  circulation.  '  Entrusted,'  as  you  are,  '  with  a  sacred  charge,' 
and  writing  in  this  capacity  to  one  whom  you  ask  to  '  believe '  you  '  his' 
'-faithful  friend  and  servant  in  Christ,'  you  allow  to  pass  altogether  un- 
noticed the  extraordinary  errors  exposed  in  the  pamphlet  to  which  you 
refer.  You  do  not  warn  your  correspondent  of  the  fatal  consequences  of 
denying  '  the  right  of  private  judgment  in  the  interpretation  of  Scripture,' 
of  maintaining  that  the  Bible  is  not  '  the  only  authority  to  be  recognised 
and  obeyed '  in  religious  matters,  and  of  holding  that '  by  the  administra- 
tion of  the  sacrament  of  baptism,  the  infant  or  adult  is  made  a  member 
of  the  Church,  regenerated,  and  obtains  unconditional  absolution  of  sins.' 
So  far  are  you  from  denouncing  these  monstrous  heresies,  and  from 
cautioning  your  '■friend '  who  has  promulgated  them,  against  the  poison 
which  some  artful  Jesuit  would  appear  to  be  disseminating  through  his 
instrumentality,  that  you  speak  as  if  '  the  painful  circumstances  '  of  the 
case  were,  that  his  '  publications '  had  '  given  great  offence  in  some 
quarters,'  and  that  '  measures  had  been  taken  to  hinder  any  effect  that 
might  be  produced  by  them.'  ....  The  sum  and  substance  of  your 
letter  is  that  the  writer  of  the  tracts  has  been  far  more  plain-spoken  than 
prudent ;  and  that,  by  the  '  suspicion  and  hostility  '  which  his  '  publica- 
tions '  have  '  engendered,  the  work  which  was  quietly,  and,'  you  '  hope, 
effectually  proceeding,  through  the  prevalence  of  mutual  charity,  is  for  a 
time  hindered.'    All  this  is  unmeaning,  if  '  the  work '  in  which  you  and 

he  are  engaged — you  secretly^  and  he  openly — be  not  identical 

I  take  leave  to  make  you  aware  that  your  allusions  to  the  possibility  of 
our  ancestors  and  departed  friends  having  escaped  that  everlasting 
perdition  to  which 's  tract  consigned  them,  are  almost  as  repre- 
hensible as  those  expressions  which  you  wish  him  to  modify.  Writing 
like  one  far  removed  '  from  the  stormy  surface  of  the  world's  movement, 
to  the  deep  interior  calm  of  heaven,'  you  say  that  you  cannot  '  believe 
for  one  moment  that '  he  '  intended  to  wound  the  feelings  of  those  whose 
affections  are  naturally  bound  up  with  the  communion  in  which  they  have 
lived  from  childhood,  and  their  forefathers,  for  several  generations,  have 
lived  and  died.'  And  this,  sir,  is  all  that  you  have  to  utter  in  condemnation 
of  the  atrocious  assertion,  that,  '  for  one  hundred  and  fifty  years,  salvation 
has  not  been  attainable  within  that  religious  community  to  which  the  great 
majority  of  the  people  of  Scotland  have  belonged.'  ....  The  Pro- 
testants of  Galashiels  will  not  be  hushed  to  slumber  by  the  senseless 
sound  that  '  an  habitual  resort  of  Christian  hearts  to  the  verities  of  the 
Catholic  faith,  especially  to  the  one  great  central  verity  of  the  incarnation, 
in  times  of  trial  and  pei'plexity,  is  the  only  means  of  safety  to  individuals, 
and  of  strength  and  final  victory  to  the  Church.'  ....  We  are  not 
persecutois,  as  the  adherents  of  your  creed  were,  when  they  had  the  as- 
cendancy in  Scotland,  and  we  do  not  thank  you  for  the  insinuation  con- 
veyed in  your  words : — '  Personally,  I  have  much  reason  for  gratitude, 
and  I  do  not  fear  obstruction  in  my  ministry.'  But,  sir,  I  speak  in  the 
name,  not  of  myself  merely,  but  of  every  Protestant  in  our  locality,  when 
I  tell  you  that  we  are  prepared  to  forget  all  our  internal  differences,  and 
to  oppose  ourselves  as  one  great  phalanx  to  the  Puseyite  hordes  by  which 
we  have  recently  been  invaded,  and  that,  viewing  them  as  the  emissaries 
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of  that  mystical  Jezebel — Popery — ^we  are  resolved  to  answer  all  their 
entreaties  to  be  allowed  to  disseminate  their  dangerous  and  deceitful 
errors  '  in  peace,'  with  the  cry, — '  What  peace,  so  long  as  the  witchcrafts 
of  your  mother  Jezebel  ai-e  so  many  ? '" 

This  letter,  dated  "Ettrick  Forest,  Feb,  11,  1851,"  re- 
ceived its  reply  in  a  publication  entitled — Five  Sermons  for 
Troublesome  Times,  preached  at  Melrose,  by  Herbert  Ran- 
dolph, Priest,  M.A.,  of  Baliol  College,  Oxford,  Pastor  of  the 
flock  gathered  to  the  chapel  of  the  Most  Holy  Trinity,  at 
Melrose."  "  The  Epistle  Dedicatory," — bearing  date,  "  the 
Feast  of  St.  Matthias,"  (24th  February,)  "  1851,"— represents 
the  pamphlet  to  which  it  is  prefixed  as  a  sequel  to  the  author's 
letter  in  the  Border  Advertiser,  and  an  authoritative  record  of 
his  "  teaching  and  convictions."  *  I  need  not  trouble  your 
Lordship  with  an  analysis  of  Mr.  Randolph's  publication, 
which  was  fully  discussed  in  the  Border  Advertiser,  at  the 
time  it  appeared,  and  upon  which  I  subsequently  commented 
in  the  Presbytery  of  Selkirk,  and  Synod  of  Merse  and  Teviot- 
dale.     Though  these  comments  were  disputed  in  the  Scottish 


*  I  append  a  specimen  of  Mr.  Randolph's  "  teaching"  on  a  question  in 
no  degree  connected  with  Puseyism.  "The  apostolical  succession"  must 
be  very  precious  if  it  compensates  for  having  to  listen  to  such  oratory. 
(P.  48.)  "What  is  God? — The  One  Being,  almighty,  only  wise,  eternal, 
pure  Spirit,  essential  truth,  essential  light,  essential  love ;  the  one  Being 
from  whom  all  being  flows  by  the  act  of  His  sole  and  sovereign  will ;  and 
all  motion,  and  all  life  of  all  beings,  and  all  power  of  all  beings ;  not 
matter  only,  moving  in  the  vast  circuit  of  the  heavens,  in  unnumbered 
masses  of  suns  and  systems,  unnumbered  except  by  Him  to  whom  space 
and  time  are  nothing,  for  He  fills  eternity ;  eternity  more  inconceivable 
to  the  mind  of  man  than  the  space  of  the  heavens,  or  the  dm'ation  of  time 
to  the  minutest  creature,  whose  own  being  is  an  hour,  and  its  own  motion 
bounded  by  the  limits  of  a  little  transparent  bubble  down  far  in  the 
greatest  depths  of  the  ocean.  I  say,  not  matter  only,  inert  in  itself,  but 
moved  at  first,  and  moving  through  all  time  by  the  act,  and  power,  and 
will  of  the  one  self-moving  Spirit  of  God,  alone  self-moving;  but 
organised  matter,  endued  by  the  same  Spirit  with  life ;  and,  spiritual 
beings,  the  soul  of  man,  and  the  blessed  angels,  in  whatever  degree  they 
approach  His  nature  who  alone  is  pure  Spirit, — all  these,  all  things 
A'isible  and  all  things  invisible  to  mortal  sight,  derive  their  being 
immediately  from  Him,  and  are  supported  in  their  being  by  the  will  of 
Him  who  was  self-existent  in  eternity  that  embraces  time  whose  measure 
is  material  motion  " ! ! ! 
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Ecclesiastical  Journal^  (the  newspaper  organ  of  the  Scotch 
Episcopal  Church,)  my  assertion  was  never  denied,  that  the 
six  leading  doctrines  in  the  "Troublesome  Times"  sermons, 
were,  the  Apostolical  Succession ;  Baptismal  Regeneration ;  the 
Communication  of  Grace  by  the  Lord's  Supper,  through  a 
process  wholly  unconnected  with  the  exercise  of  faith  ;  the  In- 
fallibility of  the  Church ;  the  authority  of  Tradition  as  a 
rule  of  faith  commensurate  with  the  Bible ;  and  "  the  Fellow- 
ship of  Prayer  between  the  Living  and  the  Departed."  It  is 
lamentable  to  think  that  the  Melrose  Episcopalians  remained, 
for  upwards  of  five  years,  under  such  essentially  Popish 
teaching,  and  that,  till  this  hour,  they  have  not  disclaimed 
Mr.  Randolph's  creed.  True,  he  is  no  longer  their  "  priest," 
having  "  resigned  the  incumbency  "  of  their  chapel  in  the 
early  part  of  last  year,  for  reasons  explained  in  his  printed 
"  Statement  In  that  singular  effusion,  Mr.  Randolph  bitterly 
complains,  that  though,  at  the  request  of  some  influential 
members  of  his  flock,  he  "  discontinued  his  habit  of  taking 
his  college  cap  "  *  with  him  "  into  the  desk  and  pulpit,"  and 
"did  not  go  in"  his  "canonicals  to  minister  in  a  portion 
of"  his  "  cure "  at  some  distance  from  his  house,  they 
were  not  satisfied  with  these  acts  of  self-denial,  by  which 
he  deviated  from  the  usages  of  the  Romish  Church ;  but  in- 
sisted that  he  should  neither  persevere  in  his  "  announcement 
of  the  psalms  on  Christmas  day,  as  the  proper  psalms  for 
Matinsj^  nor  conduct  " the  services,"  as  if  he  imagined  his 
conofreojation  to  "  wish  to  hear  a  concert. "  Rather  than 
"submit  to  be  directed  and  controlled"  in  these  "ritual 
matters,"  and  "  be  content  to  stand  still  while  the  world " 
was  "  moving  onward  to  better  things  around  him,"  Mr. 
Randolph,  "  much  to  the  regret  of  the  hishop^^  ceased  to  exer- 
cise his  "  priesthood "  at  Melrose ;  but  not  till  he  had  seen 
several  of  those  who  had  been  with  him  at  the  commencement 


*  This  sacred  emblem  was,  to  the  great  amusement  of  the  children  at 
my  Sunday  school,  occasionally  worn  in  the  streets  of  Galashiels  by 
Mr.  Randolph's  neophyte,  when  he  first  attained  the  "priesthood."  I 
believe  it  is  now  doffed. 


24 

of  his  ministrations,  "moving  onward  to  "  the  Church  of  Rome. 
So  unwearied  was  he  in  preparing  perverts  for  her,  that  he 
not  only  habitually  preached  the  Romanistic  doctrines  con- 
tained in  his  published  sermons,  but  constrained  the  most 
respectable  of  his  hearers  to  remind  him,  that  he  had  made  a 
"  remarkable,"  and,  they  might  have  added,  thoroughly  Popish, 
"  change  in  the  service  on  Christmas  day,  within  three  months 
after  "  he  "  had  promised  "  them  that  he  "  would  make  none." 
Well  had  it  been  for  the  Melrose  "  remonstrants "  if,  upon 
detecting  Mr.  Randolph's   Romeward   movements,  they  had 
separated  themselves  from  the  Scotch  Episcopal  communion. 
This  was  the  course  pursued  by  a  gentleman  who  had  erected 
a  chapel  at  Selkirk,  of  which  one  of  the  Jedburgh  and  Melrose 
fraternity  was  to  have  been  "  incumbent."     Terrible  were  the 
invectives  hurled  at  the  perpetrator  of  this  "  schism  "  by  the 
disappointed  cleric^  whose  zeal  for  the  Scotch  Episcopal  Church 
so  far  outran  his  discretion,  that  he  printed  denunciations  he 
could  not  venture  to  circulate,  and  was  compelled  to  mutilate 
his   publication   by  clipping   out  various  sentences.     But   it 
would  have  been  incomparably  better  for  those  Melrose  Epis- 
copalians who  retain  a  lingering  regard  for  Protestantism,  to 
have  been  "  cursed  with  bell,  book,  and  candle,"  than  to  have 
had  their  spiritual  interests  entrusted  to  Mr.  Randolph's  suc- 
cessor.    I  say  so,  after  examining  a  pamphlet  published  by 
him  in   1853,   "  On  the  Relative  Position  of  the  Episcopal 
Churches  of  England  and  Scotland,"  in  which  he  not  only 
contends  for  the   sacramental  system  advocated  at  Jedburgh 
by  Archdeacon  Wilberforce  and  Mr.  Dodsworth,  who  are  now 
in  the  Church  of  Rome,  and  unites  with  these  Papists  in  laud- 
ing the  Scotch  Communion  Office,  but  argues,  at  great  length, 
that  the  Scotch  Episcopal  Church  did  well   in  deliberately 
dropping  from  her  canons  the  designation  of  herself  as  "  Pro- 
testantr     Your  Lordship  is  aw^are  that  this  significant  act  was 
performed  by  the  Scottish  Episcopate  in  1838,  at  a  juncture 
when  the  efforts  of  Popery  to  gain  the  ascendancy  in  this  em- 
pire, and  to  subjugate  the  Church  of  England  through  Oxford 
Tractarianism,  were  so  energetic  and  audacious,  that  the  sup- 
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porters  of  Protestantism  were  forgetting  such  minor  difFerences 
as  separate  Presbyterians  frdVn  Episcopalians,  and  concen- 
trating their  energies  against  the  common  foe.  It  was  at  that 
crisis,  with  the  alternative  of  Protestant  or  Papist  sounding  in 
their  ears  from  every  side,  that  the  Scotch  Episcopalians  re- 
vised the  canons  of  their  Church,  and  formally  expunged  from 
them  the  epithet  "  Protestant,"  which  had  been  employed 
no  fewer  than  seventeen  times  in  the  edition  of  these  canons 
issued  in  1828  !  The  present  pastor  of  the  Melrose  Episco- 
palians eagerly  pleads  that  this  was  not  merely  allowable,  but 
advisable  ! 

"  If  it  be  asked,"  says  he,  "  whether  or  no  I  have  any  conscientious  ob- 
jections to  the  use  of  the  tenii  Protestant,  I  answer,  Decidedly  not.  It 
has  been  too  often  applied  to  us,  and  by  men  whose  authority  we  are 
bound  to  revere,  for  us  to  consider  it  at  this  day  a  question  open  to  dis- 
cussion  But  there  are  many  considerations  which  must,  I  am  sure, 

be  of  weight  with  every  earnest  and  well-informed  Christian  against  en- 
couraging the  indiscriminate  use  of  this  term Firsts  It  must  be 

admitted  that  its  signification  is  purely  negative Secondly^  You 

will  perceive  that  the  term  Protestant,  while  it  severs  us  from  one  body 
of  erring  Christians,  places  us  in  undesirable  connection  with  all  the 

rest All  men  are  Protestants  who   are  free  from  the  particular 

eiTors  of  Rome.  The  Presbyterians  are  Protestants  who  reject  the  con- 
stitution which  Christ  gave,  through  his  apostles,  to  the  visible  Church. 
The  Congregationalists  are  Protestants  who  maintain  that  our  Lord 
founded  no  such  thing  as  a  visible  Church  at  all.  The  Baptists  are  Pro- 
testants who  deny  the  necessity  of  bringing  children  to  the  font,  in  order 
that  they  may  he  cleansed  from  the  stain  of  original  sin.  The  Quakers  are 
Protestants  who  reject  altogether  the  use  of  the  sacraments  ordained  by 
our  Lord.  The  Socinians  are  Protestants  who  refuse  to  believe  in  our 
Lord's  divine  nature.  Even  Jews,  Deists,  Atheists  are  all  Protestants, 
yet  few  will  deny  that  the  eiTors  under  which  they  labour  are  of  a  more 
pernicious  nature  than  those  of  the  Church  of  Rome." 

With  arguments  like  these  does  the  spiritual  guide  of  our 
Episcopal  neighbours  at  Melrose  maintain  the  propriety  of  a 
Church,  which  had  frequently  declared  herself  "  Protestant," 
effacing  that  designation  from  her  authoritative  records,  while 
Popery  was  straining  every  nerve,  and  with  too  many  symp- 
toms of  success,  to  become  predominant  in  Britain  I  What, 
then,  is  the  title  of  which  he  approves  ? — That  of  "  Catholic." 
"  This  title,  at  least,"  he  tells  us,  "  is  truly  an  ornament  to 
every  Church  that  can  justly  lay  claim  to  it.     '  My  name  is 
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Christian,  my  surname  is  Catholic/  said  one  who  lived  and 
wrote  in  the  fourth  century."  *  Unhappily,  however,  the  pre- 
vious reasoning  against  the  "  term  Protestant "  is  equally  con- 
clusive against  that  of  "  Catholic,"  unless,  indeed,  as  is  pro- 
bably the  case,  the  Melrose  "  priest "  is  prepared  to  add  a  few 
more  damnatory  clauses  to  the  Athanasian  creed,  and  to  affirm 
that  not  merely  "  J  ews,  Deists,  Atheists,  Socinians,  and 
Quakers,"  but  '^Baptists,  Congregationalists,  and  Presbyte- 
rians," do  not  "hold  the  Catholic  faith, — which  faith,  except 
every  one  do  keep  whole  and  undefiled,  without  doubt  he  shall 
perish  everlastingly,"  and  "  cannot  be  saved  ! "  If  this  be  the 
doctrine  now  preached  in  the  Melrose  chapel,  there  can  be 
little  doubt  that  the  hearers  will  be  speedily  divided  into 
Infidels  and  Papists, — those  of  the  former  class  finding  it  im- 
possible to  believe  a  religion  which  inculcates  tenets  so  abhor- 
rent to  every  rightly  constituted  mind,  and  those  of  the  latter 
taking  refuge  from  all  uneasiness  in  the  bosom  of  a  Church, 
which,  while  ratifying  the  ban  against  "  Presbyterians "  and 
all  other  "  Protestants,"  proclaims  herself  at  once  "  Catholic  " 
and  infallible.  Never  did  your  Lordship  make  a  more  appro- 
priate remark,  than  when  you  reminded  your  audience  at 
Melrose,  that  there  was  but  a  step  between  Tractarianism 
and  Romanism,  between  dupedom  and  infidelity. 

Such,  my  Lord,  is  a  sketch  of  some  of  the  recent  move- 
ments of  the  Scottish  Episcopal  party,  in  the  counties  of  Rox- 
burgh and  Selkirk.  I  say  nothing  of  what  has  happened  at 
Hawick,  because  I  have  no  documentary  evidence  on  the  sub- 
ject. Nor  do  I  repeat  the  rumours  abroad  about  the  change 
lately  effected  in  the  character  of  the  Kelso  Episcopal  Chapel, 
in  spite  of  the  determined  Protestantism  evinced  by  a  dis- 


*  If  such  an  admirer  of  "  antiquity"  would  condescend  to  look  into  so 
very  modern  a  work  as  "  Graves  on  the  Pentateuch^''''  he  would  find,  in 
page  452  of  the  edition  of  1831,  that  his  favourite  saying  was  used  by 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Geddes,  who,  though  a  professed  adherent  of  the  Church  of 
Rome,  was  really  an  infidel.  Dr.  Geddes  said  of  himself,  "  Christian  is  my 
name,  and  Catholic  my  suniame."  But  his  wi-itings  were  saturated  with 
infidelity  of  the  most  off'ensive  description. 
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tinguished  person,*  who  was  wont  to  be  considered  its  chief 
supporter.  Happy  would  it  be  for  the  people,  and  especially 
for  the  aristocracy  of  Scotland,  if  the  Komanizing  tendency 
of  Scottish  Episcopacy  were  more  generally  perceived! 
Anxiety  to  assist  in  exposing  this  tendency  must  be  my  excuse 
for  adding  to  what  is  already  a  long  letter. 

One  thing  I  would  disclaim,  with  all  the  energy  of  which  I 
am  capable,  and  that  is,  the  slightest  hostility  to  the  Church  of 


*  The  subject  of  my  reference  is  one  among  many  illustrious  exceptions 
in  the  class  to  which  the  following  extract  from  No.  XVIII.  of  Arch- 
bishop Whately's  "  Cautions  for  the  Times"  refers  : — 

"The  high  aristocracy  were  naturally  disposed  to  favour  Tractism. 
They  like  what  is  genteel  and  splendid  in  religion,  as  well  as  in  earthly 
matters,  and  so  they  w^re  the  more  readily  caught  by  the  showy  cere- 
monies of  the  Tractites,  and  the  fine  antiquarian  taste  which  they  dis- 
played in  building  and  decorating  churches,  the  carving  of  screens,  the 
embroiderhig  of  altar-cloths,  the  soft,  sweet  manner  in  which  the 
prayers  were  entoned,  and  the  picturesque  way  in  which  the  performance 
of  the  Liturgy  was  made  a  pleasing  spectacle.  Moreover,  the  aristocracy 
are  accustomed  to  be  saved  trouble^  and  to  have  things  done  for  them  by 
others.  They  like,  therefore,  to  have  some  one  to  act  towards  them  in 
religion  as  the  apothecary  does  in  medicine,  whom  they  implicitly  trust  in 
that,  and  swallow  the  dose  he  prescribes,  while  they  would  scorn  to  admit 
him  as  an  equal,  or  take  pains  to  learn  phai-macy  themselves.  In  the 
same  manner,  they  entrust  the  care  of  their  horses  to  their  grooms,  and  of 
their  pleasm*e-gi*ounds  to  their  gardener,  without  putting  themselves  to 
the  trouble  of  learning  their  arts.  Now,  the  claims  of  the  Tractite  clergy 
exactly  fell  in  with  these  lazy  and  supercilious  aristocratic  prejudices. 
The  clergy  offered  to  take  the  burden  of  understanding  religion,  and  the 
responsibility  of  determining  how  laymen  ought  to  act,  off  the  minds  of 
men  unaccustomed  to  trouble,  and  impatient  of  responsibility ;  and  thus 
both  parties  were  deluded  into  the  persuasion,  that,  by  such  an  arrange- 
ment, the  dignity  of  each  was  increased.  But  surely  there  can  be  no  real 
dignity  in  devolving  upon  another,  that  pursuit  of  religious  truth — that 
personal  care  about  oui*  soul's  best  interests,  which  is  the  noblest  employ- 
ment in  which  any  human  being  can  be  engaged.  Nor,  on  the  other 
hand,  is  the  clerg}^man  truly  honoured — ^but  rather  degraded — by  being 
placed  in  a  position  con-esponding  to  that  of  a  groom  or  a  gardener.  .  .  . 
Such  inferior  agents^  however^  are  very  apt  to  pride  themselves  highly  upon 
the  influence  which  they  exercise  over  great  personages^  and  the  trust  which 
such  exalted  individuals  repose  in  them ;  not  considering  that  any  such 
great  personage  trusts  them  implicitly,  in  proportion  to  his  own  ignorance 
and  carelessness  about  such  matters,  and  that,  in  proportion  to  that 
ignorance  and  carelessness,  is  his  unfitness  to  judge  of  the  qualifications 
of  the  agents  whom  he  employs." 
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England.  Though  a  Presbyterian  by  conviction,  and  daily 
discovering,  in  the  information  which  reaches  me  from  the 
southern  side  of  the  Border,  new  reasons  for  thanking  God 
that  the  Church  of  Scotland  differs  in  discipline  and  worship 
from  the  other  Establishment,  I  rejoice  in  bearing  my  humble 
testimony  to  the  incalculable  services  rendered  by  the  Church 
of  England  to  our  common  Christianity  and  Protestantism. 
The  Church  of  England,  however,  is  wholly  distinct  from  the 
Scotch  Episcopal  Church.  No  doubt,  the  latter  Church,  to 
gain  certain  temporal  advantages,  adopted,  in  1804,  the  Thirty- 
nine  Articles  ;  *  but  the  author  of  the  Annals  of  Scottish  Epis- 
copacy not  only  records,  but  unblushingly  establishes  the  dis- 
graceful fact,  that  she  did  so,  with  the  mental  reservation  of 
''  every  subscriber  explaining  them  to  himself."  It  is,  there- 
fore, untrue,  that  the  creed  of  the  two  churches  is  identical,  for 
no  such  reservation  is  admissible  in  the  Church  of  England. 
Again,  the  liturgies  of  these  churches  are  wide  as  the  poles 
asunder  in  the  services  prescribed  for  the  dispensation  of 
the  Communion ;  the  Scottish  Communion  Office, — which,  it  is 
"  enacted,"  in  the  2ist  canon  of  the  Scotch  Episcopal  Church, 
shall  "continue  to  be  held  oi primary  authority," — containing 
passages  that  embody  the  Popish  heresies  of  Transuhstantia- 
tion,  and  the  Sacrifice  of  the  Mass,  of  which  there  is  no  trace 
n  the  English  prayer-book,  f     When  I  add  that  the  administra- 


*  An  illustration  of  Scotch  Episcopal  deference  to  the  Thirty-nine  Articles 
may  not  be  out  of  place  : — "  I  cannot  admit  that  the  Thirty-nine  Articles 
of  the  Church  of  England  are  our  ultimate  document  of  appeal  on  the 
Eucharist,  or  any  other  doctrine.  Our  appeal  is  from  them,  if  need  be,  to 
our  Catholic  Liturgy,  which  is  anterior  to  them  in  point  of  time,  and  supe- 
rior in  point  of  authority." — Preface  to  the  Second  Edition  of  a  Sermon 
Preached  before  Bishop  Skinner  and  his  Clergy^  and  published  at  their 
unanimous  request ;  By  the  Rev.  P.  Cheyne,  Minister  of  St.  John's, 
Aberdeen,  1844. 

t  I  append  the  following  testimonies  to  the  accui'acy  of  this  state- 
ment : — 

"  Believe  me,"  says  the  Bishop  of  Manchester,  "  however  much  an 
Episcopal  sect  in  Scotland  may  alter  our  Litm'gy  by  substituting  an  '  own 
oblation  of  himself  offered,'  for  what  we  believe  to  be  the  truth,  '  the  one 
oblation  of  himself  offered,'  believe  me,  in  whatever  point  of  view  you 
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tion  of  the  two  churches  is  wholly  separate,  and  that  a  point 
may  be  settled  by  law  in  the  Church  of  England,  while  the 
very  opposite  is  maintained  in  the  Scotch  Episcopal  Church, 
I  have  surely  said  enough  to  show  my  belief,  that  the  one 
Church  is  altogether  different  from  the  other,  and  that  there  is 
no  good  ground  for  involving  them  in  a  common  censure  or 
praise.  I  protest,  therefore,  against  the  insinuation,  generally 
thrown  out  by  Scotch  Episcopalians,  that  those  Presbyterians 
who  endeavour  to  expose  their  incipient  Romanism,  as  I  have 
done,  are  actuated  by  aversion  to  the  Church  of  England.  As 
a  proof  that  the  Protestant  members  of  that  Church  repudiate 
all  connexion  with  the  Scotch  Episcopal  Communion,  and  that 
there  is  nothing  in  my  exposure  which  they  would  not  homo- 
logate, I  again  quote  a  few  sentences  from  the  Papers  of  the 
Church  Protestant  Defence  Society  of  Eiigland : — 


regard  that  doctrine,  the  danger  is  most  imminent.     Whoever  embraces 
it  is  on  the  second  or  third  round  of  the  ladder  that  leads  inevitably  to 

Rome." 

"  The  Scottish  Episcopal  Church,"  says  the  Bishop  of  Cashel,  "  holds 
the  doctrine  expressed  in  her  own  Office,  and  on  account  of  her  holding 
this  doctrine,  which  differs  little,  if  at  all,  from  the  transubstantiation  of 
the  Church  of  Rome,  I  feel  myself  bound  to  dissent  from  her,  and  to 
sympathise  with  those  who,  being  led  to  consider  her  doctrine,  bear  their 
testimony  against  her." 

"  The  Scottish  Episcopal  Church,"  says  the  London  Standard,  (a  keen 
supporter  of  the  Church  of  England,)  "  is  charged  with  the  most  grave 
and  mischievous  of  all  the  doctrinal  errors  of  Romanism, — that  of  tran- 
substantiation. This  charge  is,  however,  sought  to  be  explained  away  by 
distinctions,  not  very  intelligible,  and  which,  as  far  as  we  can  understand 
them,  might  be  as  easily  available  for  a  Romanist  as  for  a  Scottish  Epis- 
copalian. It  is  not  even  pretended,  indeed,  that  the  Episcopal  Church  in 
Scotland  holds  the  doctrine -upon  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper, 
which  is  the  common  doctrine  of  the  Established  Churches  of  the  United 
Kingdom.  In  essentials,  therefore,  it  is  further  from  us  of  the  Church  of 
England  and  Ireland,  than  the  Kirk  of  Scotland  is  ;  and  if  it  agrees  with 
us  in  Episcopacy,  so  does  the  Church  of  Rome." 

"  The  language  of  the  Scottish  Office,"  says  the  London  Record,  (the 
well-known  organ  of  the  evangelical  party  in  the  Church  of  England,) 
"  is  more  near  to  transubstantiation  than  the  Roman  Office  itself,  for  it 
prays,  not  as  the  Roman  does,  that  '  the  creatures  of  bread  and  wine  may 
be  to  us  the  body  and  blood,'  &c.,  but  simply  that  they  '  ma?/  become  the 
body  and  blood  of  Thy  most  dearly  beloved  Son.'  " 
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"  The  assertion  that  this  Church  (the  Scotch  Episcopal)  is  identical* 
with  the  Church  of  England,  can  only  be  regarded  as  a  palpable  untruth, 
so  long  as  the  doctrine  of  the  Council  of  Trent  is  stereotyped  in  her 
Canons  and  Liturgy.  She  now  appears  as  the  resolute  abettor  and  ally  of 
semi-popery  in  England,  as  the  unscrupulous  agitator  against  churches  of  a 
pure  faith  and  practice  in  Scotland,  and  as  a  bold  claimant  of  rights  and 
privileges  to  which  she  has  not  a  shadow  of  title,  but  which,  if  granted, 
would  prove  fatal  to  the  best  interests,  if  not  to  the  very  existence,  of  the 
Church  of  England.  In  view  of  these  undoubted  facts,  the  Committee 
solemnly  protest  against  all  assimilation  of  the  Scotch  Episcopal  Church 
with  that  of  England,  and  they  call  on  all  the  members  of  their  Church 
prayerfully  to  watch  against,  and  to  defeat,  the  encroachments  of  Northern 
Tractarianism." 

Far  be  it  from  me,  my  Lord,  to  charge  all  the  Scotch 
Episcopalians  of  this  district  with  approving  of  those  recent 
movements  of  their  party,  the  unquestionable  tendency  of  which 
I  have  shown,  I  am  persuaded  that  many  of  them  have  been 
betrayed  into  a  position,  from  which,  if  they  thoroughly  under- 
stood its  danger,  they  would  hastily  recede.  Most  earnestly 
would  I  therefore  beg  them  to  consider,  that  the  Jedburgh 
sermons  have  been  published  and  widely  circulated,  for  more 
than  ten  years ;  and  that  the  Romish  heresies  with  which  they 
abound,  have  never  been  disclaimed  by  the  Scotch  Episcopal 
Church.  I  would  likewise  request  their  attention  to  the  fact 
of  Mr  Randolph's  sermons  having  received  the  imprimatur  of 
the  official  organ  of  that  body,  in  an  article  provoked  by  some 


*  One  device  which  Scotch  Episcopalians  occasionally  adopt,  to  con- 
vey the  impression  that  their  Church  is  identical  with  that  of  England, 
has  always  appeared  to  me  peculiarly  mean.  I  refer  to  their  styling 
their  Bishops — "Lords."  Every  one  knows  that  a  Bishop,  as  a  Bishop, 
has  no  more  right  to  be  called  a  "  Lord,"  than  has  a  beadle ;  and 
that  this  title  belongs  to  the  English  Bishops,  solely  on  account  of  the 
nature  of  the  union  between  their  Church  and  the  State.  It  is  sometimes, 
however,  assumed  by  the  Scotch  Bishops,  though  only,  I  believe,  in  what 
they  consider  out-of-the-way  places.  One  never  hears  in  Edinburgh 
society  of  "  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Edinburgh,"  but  I  heard  a  gentleman  an- 
nounced in  the  Episcopal  Chapel  at  Vevay  last  year,  as  "  the  Lord  Bishop 
of  Argyll ; "  and  I  have  lately  noticed,  in  a  Caithness  newspaper,  an  offi- 
cial intimation  that  "the  Lord  Bishop  of  Moray  and  Boss"  was  endea- 
vouring to  found  a  church  in  the  town  of  Wick.  I  can  scarcely  imagine 
that  this  piece  of  base  coin  will  pass  current  in  the  far  north,  or  that  his 
"  Lordship's"  visit  to  that  part  of  his  "  Diocese"  will  serve  any  other  pur- 
pose than  furnishing  a  text  for  "  the  Men,"  at  their  meetings. 
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comments  of  mine,  at  a  meeting  of  Synod.  I  would  remind 
them,  that  while  it  is  the  boast  of  the  Scottish  Episcopal 
Church  that  her  Clergy  are  free  from  the  trammels  by  which 
their  English  brethren  are  bound,  and  can  convene,  in  due  form, 
to  declare  her  doctrines,  and  to  vindicate  her  discipline, 
nothing  has  been  either  said  or  done  by  them  that  could 
be  construed  into  a  condemnation  of  those  Romish  opinions 
and  practices,  for  which,  since  the  opening  of  the  Jed- 
burgh Chapel,  our  locality  has  become  notorious.  The  con- 
clusion seems  inevitable,  that  the  Church,  as  a  whole,  approves 
of  the  Romanizing  procedure  of  its  representatives  in  the 
counties  of  Roxburgh  and  Selkirk.  Assuredly,  had  the 
case  been  otherwise,  we  should  have  had  more  than  one 
repetition  of  the  memorable  scene  lately  witnessed  in  Edin- 
burgh, when  the  Rev.  E.  B.  Ramsay  wag  called  to  account, 
by  some  of  his  brethren,  for  having  incidentally  acknow- 
ledged the  Church  of  Scotland  to  belong  to  "  the  universal 
Church  of  Christ,  the  great  body  of  the  baptiaed  throughout 
the  world,"  and  found  it  necessary  to  publish  the  following 
statement : — 

"From  the  opinions  I  hold,  and  always  have  maintained,  publicly  and 
privately,  on  the  apostolical  succession,  both  as  a  fact  and  a  doctrine,  and 
on  that  being  the  appointed  and  authorised  channel  of  ministerial  autho- 
rity, I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  no  authority  can  be  pleaded  without 
it;  and,  therefore,  I  do  not  hesitate  one  moment  in  affirming  this  pro- 
position— that  to  whatever  extent  Presbyterian  baptism  is  available,  it  is 
not  in  consequence  of  Presbyterian  ministers  having  received  any  minis- 
terial authority  from  Christ,  to  minister  the  sacrament  of  the  font.  I 
have  held  and  maintained  that,  as  regards  the  Holy  Catholic  and  Apostolic 
Church,  Presbyterians  hold  a  schismatical  position ;  in  short,  that  there 
must  be  schism  when  the  Episcopacy  is  rejected.  Schism  is,  of  course, 
sin ;  because  of  this  we  pray  against  it  in  the  Litany,  and  therefore  I 
cordially,  and  ex  animo,  affirm  this  proposition,  that  it  is  the  religious 
duty  of  Presbyterians  to  renounce  their  present  schism,  and  to  be  recon- 
ciled to  the  one  Holy  Catholic  and  Apostolic  Church,  where  the  Episcopate 
exists,  and  where  alone  is  to  be  found  a  divine  right  to  minister  in  holy 
things." 

Volumes  might  be  written  upon  the  Popish  spirit  of  the 

Scottish  Episcopal  Church,  without  rendering  it  more  evident 

than  it  is  made  by  the  simple  fact,  that  though  her  Clergy 

would  not   be  satisfied  till   they  had   extorted  this  absurd 
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and  bigoted  declaration  from  Mr  Ramsay,*  in  recantation  of 
an  accidentally  uttered  charitable  and  Protestant  sentiment, 
they  have  allowed  all  that  I  have  described,  to  be  transacted 


*  I  confess  I  am  extremely  glad  that  this  Rev.  gentleman  has  been  in- 
duced so  far  to  commit  himself ;  for  I  have  a  very  strong  opinion  about 
his  position  in  reference  to  Protestantism.  The  teaching  of  his  Catechism 
on  the  disputed  topics  of  Baptismal  Regeneration,  the  Apostolical  Suc- 
cession, and  Tradition,  seems  to  me  eminently  fitted  to  prepare  the  youth- 
ful mind  for  the  reception  of  Romish  error.  Nor  can  I  forget  that  several 
of  the  most  conspicuous  perverts  were,  for  a  considerable  peripd,  under  his 
training.  His  statement,  it  will  be  noticed,  distinctly  limits  "the  one 
Holy  Catholic  and  Apostolic  Church"  to  those  religious  bodies  "where 
the  Episcopate  exists,  and  where  alone  is  to  be  found  a  divine  right  to 
minister  in  holy  things."  He  thus  lays  himself  open  to  the  following 
powerful  rebuke  from  a  late  eminent  dignitary  of  the  Church  of  England : — 

"  The  monstrous  error  which  would  restrict  the  power  of  Christ's  medi- 
atorial sacrifice,  and  the  efficacy  of  His  sacraments,  within  the  limits  of 
Episcopal  Churches,  is  stUl  confined,  I  trust,  in  the  main,  to  some  of  our 
weaker  brethren,  who,  m  the  want  of  logical  and  plastic  power,  stake 
themselves  up  with  positive,  peremptory  assertions.  But  a  modification 
of  the  same  error  is  not  uncommon  even  among  the  better  writers  of  our 
day,  who  have  lately  become  squeamish  in  the  application  of  the  term 
Church  to  any  branch  of  the  Church,  except  such  as  are  subject  to  an 
Episcopal  government,  who  call  the  Lutheran  Church,  for  instance,  the 
"  Lutheran  body,"  or  the  "  Lutheran  communion,"  and  who  think  to 
evade  recognising  the  Scotch  Church  by  terming  it  "  The  Kirk.''''  Such 
silliness  might  make  one  laugh,  unless  the  miserable  evils  which  absurdities 
of  this  kind  produce,  turned  one's  laugh  into  a  groan.  Notwithstanding  my 
sincere  regard  and  respect  for  several  persons  who  have  adopted  these 
practices,  I  feel  bound,  in  duty  to  Christ's  Church,  and  especially  to  all  the 
reformed  branches  of  it,  to  declare  that  I  cannot  view  this  distinction  in 
any  other  light,  than  as  a  piece  of  coxcombical  affectation  and  of  uncharit- 
able, unchristian  presumption.  It  is  contrary  to  the  uniform  practice  of  the 
great  body  of  our  best  divines,  from  the  Reformation  downward,  and  to 
the  idea  of  the  Church,  as  defined  in  our  Articles,  as  expounded  by  Hooker, 
and  as  it  is  set  forth  in  the  New  Testament.  And  what  a  melancholy  in- 
consistency is  it,  that  those  who  urge  that  we  have  no  right  to  insist 
upon  sincerity  of  faith,  or  holiness  of  life,  as  essential  for  membership  in 
the  visible  Church,  should  yet  topple  over  into  the  bondage  of  ordinances, 
and  insist  that,  while  faith  is  unessential,  while  holiness  is  unessential, 
one  thing  is  essential,  and  that  is, — Episcopacy !  If  the  body  holds  to  the 
one  Head,  and  is  animated  by  the  one  faith,  and  is  sanctified  by  the  one 
baptism,  it  is  a  Church  before  God,  and  woe  to  us  if  we  deny  that  it  is  so. 
Our  denial  will  recoil  upon  our  own  heads,  and  we  shall  only  cut  our- 
selves off"  from  the  blessings  of  Christian  communion  with  those  by  whose 
faith,  and  knowledge,  and  love,  we  might  otherwise  be  instructed  and 
edified."— fare's  Mission  of  the  Comforter,  Yol.  II.,  pp.  1009,  1010. 
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in  this  quarter,  without  a  syllable  of  remonstrance.  In  truth, 
my  Lord, — as  is  demonstrated  in  the  Papers  of  the  Church 
Protestant  Defence  Society,  and  in  a  small  work  entitled  The 
Peculiarities  of  the  Scottish  Episcopal  Church,  which  I  should 
like  to  see  extensively  circulated — that  Church  is  thoroughly 
imbued  with  Komanism.  The  worst  of  the  doctrines  promul- 
gated in  the  Jedburgh  sermons  had  been  previously  taught  by 
her  Bishops.  I  give  the  following  startling  quotations  from 
the  Catechisms  of  Bishops  Skinner  and  Innes,  of  which 
editions  have  been  frequently  published  for  the  use  of  Scotch 
Episcopalians : — 

"  Q.  When  did  our  Lord  offer  this  great  propitiatory  sacrifice  ? 

A.  The  same  night  in  which  He  was  betrayed;,  when  taking  the  bread 
and  the  cup  He  had  been  using  at  the  passover,  He  said  of  the  one, '  This 
is  my  body  which  is  given  or  offered  for  you ; '  and  of  the  other,  '  This  is 
my  blood  which  is  shed  for  you,'  which  sacrifice  of  himself,  offered  up  in 
this  mystical  manner,  was  very  soon  after  slain  upon  the  cross. 

Q.  What  did  He  command  the  apostles  concerning  this  sacrifice  ? 

A,  He  commanded  the  apostles  and  theii'  successors  as  the  priests  of 
the  Christian  Church  to  do  this  in  remembrance  of  Him,  that  is,  to  do 
what  He  had  done — to  offer  this  bread  and  cup  in  commemoration  of  Him. 
Therefore,  His  command  to  do  this  in  remembrance  of  Him  is  the  same  as 
if  He  had  said,  '  Offer  this  bread  and  this  cup  to  God  for  a  memorial  of 
me  before  Him,  as  the  lively  signs  and  representatives  of  my  body  and 
blood.' 

Q.  What  follows  this  oblation  of  the  bread  and  the  cup  ? 

A.  A  most  humble  invocation  and  prayer  that  our  merciful  God  would 
bless  and  sanctify  them  by  His  Word  and  Holy  Spirit,  that  they  may 
become  the  body  and  blood  of  His  most  dearly  beloved  Son. 

Q.  When  they  are  thus  consecrated,  do  they  really  become  the  body 
and  blood  of  Christ  for  the  pui-pose  He  intended  ? 

A.  That  they  really  and  truly  do  so,  no  good  Christian  will  venture  to 
deny. 

Q.  But  are  we  to  infer  from  this  that  they  are  made  the  very  natural 
body  and  blood  of  Christ  which  suffered  on  the  cross  ? 

^.  No  ;  the  natural  body  and  blood  of  Christ  are  certainly  in  heaven. 

Q.  What,  then,  do  we  believe  concerning  the  consecrated  bread  and 
cup  in  the  Eucharist  ? 

A.  We  believe  that  they  are  not  the  natural,  but  the  mystical  body  and 
blood  of  the  Redeemer. 

Q.  What  are  the  benefits  to  be  expected  from  the  frequent  participation 
of  this  venerable  mystery  ? 

A.  We  are  taught  to  hope  for  the  forgiveness  of  our  sins  by  it." — 
Bishop  Skinner's  Catechisms,  1799,  1815,  1825,  1832,  quoted  in  the 
Peculiarities  of  the  Scottish  Episcopal  Church. 
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"  Q.  What  institution  hath  Christ  appointed  for  the  preserving  and 
nourishing  in  us  this  divine  priaciple  or  spii'itual  life  communicated  to  us 
in  baptism  and  confinnation  ? 

A.  The  Christian  sacrifice  of  the  Holy  Eucharist. 

Q.  Did  Christ  not  offer  the  sacrifice  of  himself  upon  the  cross  ? 

A.  No ;  it  was  slain  upon  the  cross,  but  it  was  offered  at  the  institution 
of  the  Eucharist. 

Q.  What  is  the  nature  and  design  of  the  Eucharistic  Sacrifice  when  it 
is  offered  according  to  Christ's  institution  ? 

A.  It  is  a  solemn  memorial  or  representation  of  Christ's  great  sacrifice, 
offered  to  God  the  Father  in  order  to  procm-e  for  us  the  virtue  of  it. 

Q.  How  do  the  bread  and  cup  become  capable  of  confeiTing  all  the 
benefits  of  our  Saviour's  death  and  passion  ? 

A.  By  the  priest  praying  to  God  the  Father  to  send  His  Holy  Spirit 
upon  them. 

Q.  Are  they  not  changed  ? 

A.  Yes,  in  their  qualities." — Catechism  of  Bishop  Innes  of  Brechin^ 
1821,  1826,  1829,  1841,  quoted  in  the  Peculiarities  of  the  Scottish 
Episcopal  Church, 

Another  Scotch  Bishop,  of  great  authority  in  his  Church, 

says : — 

"  As  Christ  offered  up  His  body  and  blood  to  God  the  Father,  under  the 
symbols  of  bread  and  wine,  as  a  sacrifice  to  be  slain  on  the  cross  for  our 
redemption,  so  here  the  priest  offereth  up  this  bread  and  wine  as  the 
symbols  of  this  sacrifice  of  His  body  and  blood  thus  once  offered  up  by 
Him,  and  thereby  commemorateth  it  before  God  with  thanksgiving ;  after 
which  he  prays  that  God  would  favom-ably  accept  this  commemorative 
sacrifice  by  sending  down  on  it  His  Holy  Spirit,  that,  by  His  descent  upon 
them.  He  may  make  this  bread  and  this  cup  to  be  verily  ^nd  indeed  His  body 
and  blood,  the  same  divine  Spirit  by  which  the  body  of  Christ  was  formed 
in  the  womb  of  the  blessed  Virgin,  and  which  is  still  united  to  it  in  heaven, 
descending  on,  and  being  united  to  these  elements,  and  invigorating  them 
with  the  power,  virtue,  and  efficacy  thereof,  and  making  them  one  with  it. 

Then  the  priest  maketh  intercession,  in  virtue  of  this  sacrifice 

once  offered  up,  in  commemoration  of  and  union  with  the  one  great 
personal  sacrifice  of  Christ,  for  the  whole  Catholic  Church,  and  pleadeth 
the  merits  of  this  one  sacrifice  in  behalf  of  all  estates  and  conditions  of 
men  in  it,  offering  the  memorial  thereof,  not  for  the  living  only,  but  for 
the  dead  also,  in  commemoration  of  the  patriarchs,  prophets,  apostles, 
martyi's,  and  of  all  the  saints  who  have  pleased  God  in  their  several 
generations  from  the  beginning  of  the  world;  and  for  rest,  light,  and 
peace,  and  a  blessed  resurrection,  and  a  merciful  trial  in  the  day  of  the 
Lord,  to  all  the  faithful  departed." — Bishop  Rattray^s  Instructions  concern- 
ing the  Christian  Covenant^  pp.  23,  24,  quoted  in  bth  Paper^  Church 
Protestant  Defence  Society, 
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Two  farther  quotations  from  Scotch  Bishops  must  suffice. 
Bishop  Jolly,  in  a  Catechism  published  in  1829,  asks : — 

"  Q.  Why  do  we  pray  for  the  saints  departed  ? 

A.  Because  their  present  condition  is  imperfect,  and  therefore  capable 
of  improvement ;  and  because  they  are  to  be  judged  at  the  last  day,  and 
will  then  stand  in  need  of  mercy." 

Bishop  Skinner,  in  his  Catechism,  asks  : — 

"  Q.  How  is  this  communion  between  the  Church  on  earth  and  the 
saints  in  Paradise  kept  up  ? 

A.  As  far  as  we  know,  by  mutual  prayer ;  they,  no  doubt,  praying  for 
our  salvation,  and  we  blessing  God  for  their  good  examples." 

Note. — "  The  way  of  holding  communion  with  the  saints  departed,  not 
by  praying  to  them  as  akeady  made  perfect  in  bliss,  but  by  praying  for 
them,  as  still  in  an  imperfect  and  expecting  condition,  is  agi-eeable  to  the 
doctrine  and  practice  of  the  Church  in  her  purest  ages."  Quoted  in  the 
Peculiarities  of  the  Scottish  Episcopal  Church. 

Comment  upon  these  specimens  of  Scottish  Episcopal 
Komanism  would  be  superfluous.  Your  Lordship  will  ob- 
serve that  they  are  not  selected  from  obscure  writers,  whose 
heresies  have  been  hitherto  unknown,  but  from  the  works  of 
Scotch  Bishops,  referred  to  by  the  opponents  of  their  Church 
as  expositors  of  her  sentiments.  How,  then,  has  the  Scottish 
Episcopal  Church  never  repudiated  the  Popish  doctrines  thus 
promulgated  by  some  of  her  highest  officials,  in  publicatiohs 
widely  circulated  among  her  members  ?  Her  clergy  have  not 
failed  to  lift  up  their  voice  in  favour  of  the  Bishop  of  Exeter 
and  Archdeacon  Denison,  and  the  other  champions  of  English 
Tractarianism,  and  to  abjure  all  Episcopal  movements,  whether 
in  England  or  Scotland,  in  behalf  of  Protestantism  ;  but  they 
have  abstained  from  uttering  a  syllable  against  the  rampant 
Popery  to  which  Bishops  Rattray,  Skinner,  Innes,  and  Jolly, 
have  given  the  sanction  of  their  episcopate.  The  conclusion 
seems  inevitable — that  the  Scottish  Episcopal  Church  is 
Komanistic  to  the  very  core,  and  that  her  representatives  in 
this  district  are  only,  as  Mr.  Randolph  expressed  it,  "  fulfilling 
their  mission,"  when  preparing  perverts  for  Rome. 

Of  the  success  of  that  "  mission "  among  the  great  middle 
class  which  constitutes  the  strength  of  our  country,  I  have  not 
the  slightest  fear.     Personal  knowledge  enables  me  to  state 
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that  this  class  is  altogether  untainted  by  Popish  and  Puseyite 
leaven  in  the  counties  of  Roxburgh  and  Selkirk.  The 
"  converts  from  Presbyterianism "  in  our  vicinity  are  either 
persons  anxious  to  be  regarded  (with  what  reason  I  inquire 
not)  as  moving  in  the  very  highest  circles,  or  they  are  at  the 
opposite  extreme,  like  "the  thirty-seven  adult  catechumens, 
the  first  fruits  of  the  Church  in  Galashiels ;"  all  of  whom,  the 
Scottish  Ecclesiastical  Journal  recorded,  when  about  to  receive 

"  the  apostolic  rite  of  confirmation,"  were,  "  by  the  kind  care"  of  their 
"benefactress,"  "conveyed  in  carriages  to  Melrose,  (which  is  four  miles 
distant  from  Galashiels,)  thus  precluding  those  temptations,^^  (whisky- 
shops?)  "as  well  as  the  distraction  of  mind  and  fatigue  of  body  to 
which  candidates  are  too  often  exposed,  in  having  to  go  long  distances 
to  be  confirmed  ! " 

I  regret  to  believe  that  in  our  manufacturing  population  of 
6000,  we  have  more  than  thrice  thirty-seven  adults  of  this 
description,*  among  whom  the  open  and  concealed  mission- 
aries of  the  Church  of  Rome  will  have  little  difficulty  in 
making  additional  "converts  from  Presbyterianism,"  though 
not  from  vice,  provided  they  persevere  in  holding  forth  appro- 
priate considerations.  "  The  principal  method  of  decoy  at 
present,"  {Cautions  for  the   Times,  pp.  297,  298,)  "is  not  so 

much  argument,  as  other  kinds  of  persuasion It 

is  part  of  the  system  not  only  to  make  a  great  parade  of  their 
works  of  charity,  but  also  to  represent  themselves  as  the  onli/ 
persons  who  pay  any  regard  to  the  wants  of  the  poor.  .  .  . 
Bold  and  persevering  assertions  often  gain  credence  with  the 
thoughtless ;  and  thus  it  has  come  to  be  believed  by  many  that 
in  such  and  such  districts  the  poor  were  before  wholly  un- 
thought  of,  the  truth  being  the  very  reverse ;  twenty  times  as 


*  In  proof  of  the  accuracy  of  the  Scottish  Ecclesiastical  Journal's 
description  of  the  Galashiels  "  converts,"  I"  may  mention  that  the  first 
interment  in  the  chapel  cemetery  was  that  of  an  infant  not  bom  in 
wedlock,  whose  obsequies  were  celebrated  under  the  immediate  superin- 
tendence of  the  principal  female  members  of  the  congregation  ;  and  that, 
while  I  write,  the  chapel  bell  is  announcing  that  another  child  of  shame  is 
to  be  hidden  in  the  grave. 
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much  was  being  done  for  the  poor,  and  in  a  more  judicious 
and  efficient  way,  by  persons  who  were  content  to  go  about 
their  labour  of  love  quietly,  without  blowing  a  trumpet  before 
them,  or  wearing  any  fantastic  uniform.  Now,  if  a  sincere 
and  confessed  Roman  Catholic,  or  one  of  any  other  profession, 
does  good  among  the  poor,  even  though  he  may  be  influenced 
in  part  by  the  desire  of  attracting  people  to  his  religion,  by 
letting  his  light  shine  before  men,  he  deserves  praise  even 
from  those  who  may  think  his  peculiar  sentiments  erroneous. 
But  when  persons,  who  are  professed  members  of  one  Church, 
and  secret  adherents  of  another,  make  use  of  their  works  of 
charity  as  enticements  to  those  whom  they  would  insidiously 
proselyte,  and  whom  they  seek  to  seduce  from  their  faith  gra- 
dually, by  making  them  at  first  merely  recipients  of  their 
charity,  or  agents  in  its  distribution,  then,  even  though  they 
may  have  some  mixture  of  humane  feelings  in  what  they  do, 
they  deserve  the  strongest  censure  for  that  which  is  funda- 
mentally a  system  of  fraud ;  and  one  is  shocked  and  surprised 
to  find  people  speaking  of  such  persons'  ^  charitable  works,'  as 
a  sort  of  sei-o^  against  the  deceit.  Surely,  if  one  could  address 
fish  as  rational  beings,  one  would  not  expatiate  on  the  deli- 
ciousness  of  the  bait  off'ered,  except  in  the  way  of  warning 
them  of  the  hook  it  is  meant  to  conceal." 

Doubtless  "  the  bait"  will  continue  to  take,  among  the 
ignorant,  the  profligate,  and  the  mercenary.  But  who  can 
contemplate  without  regret  and  alarm  the  entire  separa- 
tion, in  the  worship  of  God,  of  the  middle  class,  the  staple  of 
society,  from  those  in  the  highest  and  lowest  stations  ?  In  the 
Romish  and  Romanistic  Chapels  and  Schools  recently  erected 
by  Papists  and  "Scotch  Episcopalians,  I  see  sources  of  greater 
peril  to  the  peace  of  the  community,  than  in  Chartist  conven- 
tions or  revolutionary  leagues ;  for,  let  but  the  middle  class 
become  convinced  that  the  aristocracy,  as  a  body,  is  Popish  or 
Puseyite,  and  is  straining  every  nerve  to  pervert  the  humblest 
class  from  Protestantism,  and  it  will  not  be  long  till  decided 
measures  are  adopted  for  destroying  a  power  which  will 
then    be   baneful.      Be   assured,   my  Lord,    that    the   great 
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mass  of  the  people  of  Scotland  have  just  as  little  inclin- 
ation for  Scottish  Episcopacy  as  for  Popery,  of  which  it 
is  the  pioneer, — that  they  love,  as  well  as  honour,  that  truly 
wise  and  exemplary  Sovereign,  whose  marked  respect  for 
their  Presbyterian  Constitution  rebukes  the  very  diflferent 
conduct  of  not  a  few  of  her  nobles, — and  that,  if  there  be  one 
thing  about  which  they  are  more  determined  than  another,  it 
is,  that,  by  God's  grace,  they  will  remain  Protestant,  and  will 
not  permit  themselves  to  be  despoiled  of  those  religious  privi- 
leges for  which  their  fathers  shed  their  blood. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

My  Lord, 

With  great  respect. 

Your  Lordship's  very  obedient  Servant, 

K.  M.  PHIN. 

Galashiels  Manse, 
18th  November  1856. 


p.^.— While  these  sheets  were  passing  through  the  press,  the  Editor  of  the 
Scotsman  was  amusing  himself  and  his  readers,  by  the  publication  of  a  letter 
from  the  Jedburgh  champion  of  Scottish  Episcopacy,  -wherein  that  doughty 
controversialist  represented  his  Church  as  obliged  to  **  accommodate  souls" 
Avith  "  sittings."  This  epistle  reminds  one  of  the  communication  to  the  Kelso 
Mail,  in  which, — referring  to  his  ineffectual  attempt  to  drag  your  Lordship,  as 
Chairman  of  the  Melrose  Meeting,  into  a  paper  war,— he  begged  the  Editor  to 
insert,  what  he  styled  "  the  following  correspondence  between  7ne  and  the  Hon. 
Chairman."  I  notice  him  again,  in  consequence  of  some  statistics  he  has  been 
good  enough  to  furnish,  with  the  authority  of  his  "  Synod  Clerk."  He  attests 
that  there  are  only  60  souls  under  the  priestly  superintendence  of  the  Incum- 
bent of  Trinity  Chapel,  Melrose  !  and  he  declares  all  the  souls  belonging  to  the 
Scotch  Episcopal  sect  in  Galashiels  to  be  250  ;  while  the  circular  despatched 
throughout  England,  four  years  ago,  to  solicit  contributions  for  building  a 
chapel  in  this  town,  stated  the  "  average  congregation"  as  230.  Such  an  average 
implied  far  more  than  250  adherents,  it  being  absolutely  certain  that  the  in- 
fants, aged,  sick,  and  unavoidably  absent  from  public  worship,  in  that  number, 
must,  at  each  ordinary  "  celebration  of  Divine  Service,"  greatly  exceed  20.  I 
am  thus  favoured  with  an  unexpected  confirmation  of  what  I  publicly  asserted 
when  I  got  hold  of  the  "  circular"  in  question, — that  its  authors  were  charge- 
able with  endeavouring  to  collect  money  under  false  pretences.  It  is  enough 
to  say  of  the  new  statistics,  that  they  are  from  the  same  source  as  the  old, 
and  therefore  wholly  undeserving  of  credit. 
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